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Dear Colleagues and Friends,

It is my honor and privilege to welcome you to the Academic Sessions of the College of Surgeons of 
Sri Lanka (CSSL) 2023.

Throughout our history, CSSL has played a pivotal role in advancing the frontiers of surgery. We 
have served as a platform for knowledge exchange, professional growth and camaraderie among 
surgeons, researchers and healthcare professionals. 

The theme of this year's event, "Training the Future Surgeon" reflects our dedication to staying at the 
cutting edge of surgical practice. We have curated a diverse program that encompasses a wide array 
of topics, from the latest breakthroughs in surgical techniques to discussions on training in surgery. I 
am confident that the sessions, workshops and discussions planned over the coming days will enrich 
your knowledge, broaden your perspectives and inspire you to continue making a meaningful impact 
in the world of surgery.

This will be an event to renew our commitment to the principles of excellence, integrity and 
compassion that define our profession. Together, we have the power to shape the future of surgery 
and in turn, the lives of countless individuals who place their trust in our hands.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to our organizing committee and all the speakers for their 
unwavering dedication and hard work in making this event possible.

I also wish to thank our sponsors for their generous contributions that helped us to organize this 
event.

Finally, I thank all of you for being a part of CSSL sessions and I wish you a fruitful and an inspiring 
experience ahead.

Professor Nandadeva Samarasekera
President 
College of Surgeons of Sri Lanka (CSSL)
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Professor Neil Mortensen 
MA, MBChB, MD, FRCS Eng, Hon FRCPS Glas, 

Hon FRCS Ed.

Chief Guest of SLSC 2023
Immediate Past President, 

The Royal College of Surgeons of England



NEWSLETTER OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 
OF SRI LANKA

We are excited to announce the upcoming 52nd 
Sri Lanka Surgical Congress (SLSC 2023), 
organized by the College of Surgeons. This 
prestigious event will take place from the 14th to 
the 16th of September at the UCFM Tower, 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo.

SLSC 2023 promises to be a platform where 
surgical excellence and innovation come 
together. It is a unique opportunity to immerse 
yourself in a world where minds meet, ideas 
converge, and the future of surgery takes center 
stage.

Under the theme of "Training the Future 
Surgeon," SLSC 2023 will feature national and 
international experts in surgery who will share 
their knowledge and experiences. The congress 
will offer a diverse range of activities including 
masterclasses, plenaries, orations, interactive 
sessions, symposia, and free paper sessions.

We are proud to have the collaboration of 
esteemed organizations such as the Royal College 
of Surgeons of Edinburgh (RCS-EDIN) and the 
South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation in Surgical Care (SAARCSC) and the 
support and participation of Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow, Endoscopic 
and Laparoscopic Surgeons of Asia (ELSA), 
International Society for Surgeons (ISS – IATSIC) 
& other sister colleges/ associations.

Mark your calendars for this remarkable event, 
SLSC23, which will be held in Colombo from the 
14th to the 16th of September 2023. Join us as 
we come together to shape the future of surgery.

For more information and to register, please visit 
our official website and social media channels.

We look forward to welcoming you to SLSC 2023, 
where the world of surgical excellence awaits.

Dr Gayan Ekanayake & Dr Ranga E 
Wickramarachchi

5

Message from Congress Co-Chairs
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We are excited to welcome you to the largest academic event of the college, which will bring together 
scholars and clinicians from around the world to discuss the latest research and patient care in 
surgery.

The theme of this year's conference is “Training the future surgeon”. This theme is particularly 
timely, as there is a paradigm change in training, brought upon by both advances in knowledge, and 
global health issues like COVID-19. The conference will provide a forum for us to share our ideas and 
solutions to these challenges.

The conference program is packed with exciting sessions, including plenaries, symposia, 
masterclasses, meet-the-expert sessions, and pre and post-congress workshops. We have also invited 
a number of distinguished speakers to share their knowledge. I am confident that you will find the 
program to be both informative and stimulating.

In addition to the academic program, the conference will also feature a number of social events, such 
as the college banquet, and the trainee’s night. These events will provide us with an opportunity to 
network with each other and to make new friends.

We hope that you will take advantage of all that the conference has to offer. We look forward to 
seeing you there!

Professor Ajith Malalasekera & Professor Dakshitha Wickramasinghe
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Complexity of a puzzle stimulates the brain, it gives a roller coaster ride for the thinking mind. 
Especially when the matter at hand needed partial yet cumulative evolving solutions from multiple 
great minds in history. It gives a great adrenaline surge to peek into those minds and travel the 
journey of time and space with them in a time capsule to witness the evolution of the art and science 
behind how we look at CNS tumours. So hop on and enjoy the ride !
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Pioneers to cutting edge:

Historical evolution of CNS tumour analysis

Before WHO took over the classification of CNS tumours the classification system introduced by 
Bailey and Cushing was used for almost 50 years. However, is also noteworthy that the first edition 
of the WHO classification was quite similar to this classification. As this was only based on histology 
it had many short comings which were gradually amended upto date and is still evolving with the 
development of science and technology.
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WHO classification and cIMPACT

WHO has so far published 5 editions to gradually untangle the complexity of the matter at hand.

● 1st edition – 1979
● 2nd edition – 1993
● 3rd edition – 2000
● 4th edition - 2007 and revised in 2016 (due to the research done at molecular level)
● 5th edition – 2021 

The Consortium to inform molecular and practical approaches to CNS tumour taxonomy becomes 
important from 2016 which is separate body from WHO. They publish their findings in the Journal acta 
neuropathologican which is the official jounal of the International society of neuropathology. Seven such 
updates were published from 2018 to 2020. This evolution was driven mainly by the addition of molecular 
markers to the previously histology based classification creating a hybrid system. New techniques such as 
DNA methylation profiling also enabled pathologists to view tumours from an entirely new perspective.
The latest edition uses a layered hybrid reporting system to accomodate these new discoveries.

● Integrated diagnosis - “WHO diagnosis”
● Histopathological classification.
● CNS WHO grade - based on integrated molecular and histological factors.
● Molecular information - the molecular markers and how they were tested

Let's look at the outline of the latest WHO CNS 5 tumour classification first;
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As you can see, it is quite different from the original classification. If we look at the glioma 
classification in detail we would be able to appreciate the hybrid technique used.  As surgeons it is 
very important to understand these molecular markers as they are important in establishing a 
definitive and upto date diagnosis, to prognosticate the condition and to decide on other adjuvant 
therapy like chemotherapy and radiotherapy. A thorough knowledge of these molecular markers 
are necessary to communicate with colleagues as well. Some of these molecular markers are not 
freely available in resource poor setups like what we encounter in Sri Lanka at peripheral 
hospitals. However, establishing a solid diagnosis is pivotal to give the best care to the patients. 
Without molecular markers it is impossible to even diagnose the pathology of the tumour 
according to the WHO classification. The different molecular markers that are incorporated to the 
name of the tumour is highlighted below (next page).



Such detailed diagnostics with adherence to the WHO guidelines are accomplished at the best 
Neurosurgical departments in the world and I am glad I got the opportunity to experience such 
attention to detail at Christian Medical College, India. I hope to deliver the best care to my patients 
and extremely grateful to my seniors and colleagues at CMC for giving me the chance to experience it 
first hand. I will also remember the caring team that I worked with and all the different cuisines we 
enjoyed together from Biriyani, Kimchi rice to Nutzy cake.

Dr Charith Nanayakkara
MBBS (Col), MRCS (England), MRCS (Glasgow),
MD (surgery) (Col), CTHE (KDU),
Member of CNS (USA), APSS (Malaysia)
Former Senior Clinical Fellow at North of Scotland Brain and Spine Centre (UK)
Hands on Clinical Training in Neurosurgery at CMC – Vellore (India)

Molecular markers that play a role in adult type diffuse gliomas are shown below.
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Meet the Experts Sessions
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Masterclasses 2023
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Full Program

Day 01
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Full Program

Day 02
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Full Program

Day 03



NEWSLETTER OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 
OF SRI LANKA 17

Orations


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17

