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DR. P. R. ANTHONIS
RESEARCH AWARD

AWARDS & MEDALS

Dr Anthonis had an excellent career both in school and as an 
undergraduate. At Medical School he passed every examination 
with a first class and carried almost all the prizes that were then 
awarded; The Loos gold medal for Pathology, Mathew gold 
medal for Forensic Medicine, Rockwood gold medal for Surgery 
and Government Diploma Medal.

Then in 1947 he became the first person to return to this country 
after the 2nd World War, after having cleared the Primary and 
Final Fellowships Examinations of the Royal College of Surgeons 
of England at the very first attempts. He served as consultant 
surgeon and then as a senior surgeon, General Hospital Colombo, 
for quarter of a century and it was during this time that his name 
and fame reached every home in this country. He was President 
of the Association of Medical Specialists for 9 years since its 
inception and obtained many benefits for the government 
medical fraternity. In 1981 he was appointed the Chairman of
the Ceylon Medical Council.

In 1981 His Imperial Highness, the Emperor of Japan, conferred 
on him the highest honour bestowed on a non-Japanese 'The 
Sacred Treasure of Japan'. He was appointed to the post of
Chancellor of University of Colombo in the same year. He is the 
founder President of The College of Surgeons of Sri Lanka. In 
1987 the coveted honour of Deshamanya was conferred upon 
him by his Excellency Mr J R Jayawardene.

P R ANTHONIS RESEARCH award for the two best 
publications in peer reviewed journals authored by Sri 

Lankan surgical trainees in the previous calendar year is 
awarded to DR UMESH JAYARAJAH

Dr Samuel Jeyarajah Stephen had his primary and secondary 
education at Central College, Jaffna and obtained his final MBBS 
from the University of Colombo in 1955. He pursued general 
surgery and later trained in cardiovascular surgery in UK, 
Germany, India and USA and obtained FRCS and MS. In 1964,
he was appointed the consultant thoracic surgeon, General 
Hospital, Jaffna and later on, in General Hospital, Rathnapura. It 
was here, in 1969 with the assistance of Dr Neil Hamel, he assem-
bled a heart lung machine. He then went on to close ASD's on 
pump which was the first proper open-heart surgery performed 
out of Colombo. He served as the Chief Consultant Cardiothorac-
ic surgeon, General Hospital, Colombo from 1976 to 1994.
Following retirement, he served at Sri Jayewardenepura General 
Hospital. He was a trainer and examiner in surgery for the 
Postgraduate Institute of Medicine and the chairman, board of
study in surgery for many years. He was the President of The 
College of Surgeons of Sri Lanka from 1988 to 1989. He was the 
President of Sri Lanka Medical Association, Sri Lanka Heart 
Association and Association of Cardiology – SAARC countries 
along his career

He was awarded the prestigious title of Hunterian Professor by 
the Royal College of Surgeons of England in 1988 for the lecture 
on “Changing patterns of mitral stenosis in childhood and 
pregnancy”. He had published numerous papers in local and 
international journals on many aspects of cardiac and thoracic 
surgery. He was honored with the national honour “Deshabandu” 
for meritorious service to the nation by the President of Sri Lanka 
in 1987.

S. J. STEPHEN GOLD MEDAL for the best published article 
in Sri Lanka Journal of Surgery 2021 is awarded to Dr B M 
O D Basnayake -   Impact of COVID-19 on postgraduate 

education and mental wellbeing of surgical trainees: a 
systematic review

DR . S.J. STEPHEN GOLD MEDAL
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