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INCLUSIVITY, EQUITY,
AND SUSTAINABILITY

IN SURGICAL CARE
My fellow surgeons, it is with great honor and 
humility that I pen this message as the 42nd President 
of the College of Surgeons of Sri Lanka as we 
continue our journey guided by the principles of 
Inclusivity, Equity, and Sustainability. I truly consider 
these principles to be more than mere ideals; they 
are the very foundation upon which we will build a 
brighter future for our surgical community and our 
healthcare system. 

Inclusivity is the cornerstone of a thriving surgical
community. It means embracing every member of our 
fraternity, from the most senior surgeons to the 
newest medical officers, from those in bustling urban 
hospitals to those in remote regional stations. We are 
one family, united by our commitment to excellence in 
surgical care. 

We must recognize and celebrate the contributions 
of every surgeon, regardless of their location or 
membership status. Whether you are working in a 
state-of-the-art facility or a resource-limited clinic, 
you are valued, you are supported, and you are 
essential. Our efforts to enhance regional chapters 
and engage with overseas chapters in the UK and 
Australia are steps towards this inclusive vision. 
Together, we will create a cohesive and supportive 
network that benefits us all. 

Equity in surgical care is about ensuring that every
patient, no matter where they live, has access to 
high-quality surgical services. This is especially 
crucial for our junior surgeons working in peripheral 
hospitals with limited resources. These dedicated 
professionals often face significant challenges, but 
they do so with unwavering resolve and commitment. 
We are committed to addressing these disparities by 
advocating for better infrastructure, facilities, and 
support for regional surgeons. By working with local 
authorities, the Ministry of Health, the private sector, 
and philanthropists, we will improve the working 
conditions and resources available to these surgeons. 
This will enhance their ability to deliver high-quality 
care and reduce the need for patient transfers to 
tertiary centers. 

Equity also means ensuring that all surgeons have 
equal opportunities for professional development 
and training. Our initiatives to provide ongoing 
training and support for grade medical officers and 
general practitioners are vital. By equipping all 
healthcare providers with the latest knowledge and 

skills, we can ensure that patients across the country 
receive the best possible care. 

Sustainability in surgical care is about implement-
ing measures that have a lasting impact on our 
community and healthcare system. In the face of 
challenges like the COVID-19 pandemic and 
economic crisis, we must plan for the future while 
addressing immediate needs. 

Sustainability involves developing strategies to 
retain trained human resources, enhancing infrastruc-
ture, and ensuring the efficient use of available 
resources. We are dedicated to supporting the 
Ministry of Health in these efforts, providing expert 
advice and collaborating on initiatives that promote 
sustainable healthcare delivery.  

Keeping pace with advancements in medical 
knowledge and technology is essential. Despite 
resource limitations, we must stay abreast of global 
developments and integrate new technologies into 
practice. Our commitment to offering workshops and 
training on the latest surgical techniques and technol-
ogies is a testament to this forward-thinking 
approach. 

Furthermore, sustainability involves fostering a 
culture of continuous improvement and innovation. By 
building on the digital infrastructure established 
during the Jubilee year and exploring new ventures 
such as digital portfolios and logbooks for trainees, 
we aim to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness 
of surgical training and practice. 

As per our theme for this year, the principles of 
Inclusivity, Equity, and Sustainability are integral to 
our mission. By embracing these ideals, we will 
create a supportive and equitable environment for 
all surgeons, ensure high-quality surgical care for all 
patients, and build a resilient and sustainable 
healthcare system. As we navigate the challenges 
ahead, these principles will serve as our guiding 
beacons, illuminating the path towards a brighter 
future for the surgical community and the people of 
Sri Lanka.

Together, we can achieve greatness. Together, we 
can make a difference. 

Dr S M M Niyas
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AWARDS & MEDALS

It is my utmost pleasure to warmly welcome you to the 
enchanting city of Kandy for the 53rd Annual 
Academic Sessions of the College of Surgeons of Sri 
Lanka. This prestigious event, held in conjunction with 
the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and the 
SAARC Surgical Care Society, will take place from 
the 11th to the 14th of September 2024.

This year marks a significant milestone as we gather 
in Kandy for the fourth time in the history of our 
college. Kandy’s unique blend of historical grandeur 
and natural beauty provides an inspiring backdrop 
for our academic pursuits. Kandy will also serve as a 
unique vantage point from which our international 
colleagues can visit the numerous attractions Sri Lanka 
has to offer.

The theme of this year’s sessions, “Inclusivity, Equity, 
Sustainability,” resonates deeply with our collective 
mission. “Inclusivity” ensures that every voice is heard 
and valued, “Equity” guarantees fair access to 
surgical care for all, and “Sustainability” emphasizes 
our commitment to long-term health solutions. These 
principles guide our efforts to create a more just and 
effective healthcare system.

Our academic sessions boast an expert faculty from 
both Sri Lanka and abroad, bringing together a 
wealth of knowledge and experience. The event will 
feature pre and post-congress workshops, master-
classes, lectures, symposia, meet-the-experts sessions, 
orations, and research paper presentations. 
Additionally, we have curated literary and historical 
presentations to enrich your experience. Multiple 
social events have also been organized to foster 
camaraderie and networking among participants.

Ultimately, the final beneficiaries of our academic 

endeavours are the patients we strive so hard to 
serve. This event will further strengthen our collabora-
tion with sister colleges and associations, enhancing 
our collective ability to provide the highest standards 
of surgical care.

I extend my deepest gratitude to the organizing 
committee, who have tirelessly worked to organize 
multiple training activities across the country, catering 
to varying levels of surgical expertise for healthcare 
workers in diverse roles. The resource personnels and 
distinguished experts receive my highest commenda-
tion for contributing to our sessions with their valued 
expertise. I also wish to thank our generous sponsors, 
whose support has been invaluable.

To all attendees, trainees, surgeons, international 
delegates, and others thank you for your participa-
tion and commitment. Your presence enriches our 
sessions and contributes to the advancement of our 
collective mission.

I hope this event will be an unforgettable experience 
for you, your family, friends, and colleagues. May it 
inspire new ideas, foster lasting connections, and 
pave the way for future innovations in surgery.

Warm regards,

Dr S M M Niyas 
The President
The College of  Surgeons of  Sri Lanka

THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF SRI LANKA
THE PRESIDENT

THE COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS OF SRI LANKA
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AWARDS & MEDALS

THE PRESIDENT 

The Royal
College of
Surgeons
of Edinburgh

The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh

It is an enormous pleasure to write this welcome 
message for the 2024 College of Surgeons of Sri 
Lanka Surgical Congress in collaboration with the 
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and the 
SAARC Surgical Care Society on the theme of 
‘Inclusivity, Equity and Sustainability’.

These are essential themes that as a college, RCSEd 
aims to champion and promote. Inclusivity is one of 
our core college values as we aim to make everyone 
welcome and part of our professional family. We 
strive to foster equity in all our activity, structures and 
processes. In recent years, we have sought to gain a 
better understanding the many institutional and 
cultural barriers to equity and diversity, as it is clear 
that professional organisations benefit from a diversi-
ty of opinion and perspectives.

Healthcare is a significant contributor to emissions 
which we now know is having a significant impact on 
climate change. The RCSEd has established a core 
working group to raise awareness and consider 
practical solutions to help the surgical profession 
understand and play its part in reducing the environ-
mental impact.

Considering these topics during this conference is 
vitally important as we know that best patient care is 
delivered by teams with mutual trust, respect and 
support for each other, and when all members of the 
healthcare workforce feel appreciated and valued. 
Also, surgery is the most resource intensive aspect of 
healthcare and is responsible for a large proportion 
of harmful emissions and to the carbon footprint and 
we all must work collaboratively to reduce this.

I know that this congress will be a wonderful opportu-
nity to refresh old friendships and to make new ones. 

I am delighted that so a number of my colleagues 
from the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh will 
be contributing over the course of the congress, and I 
am particularly looking forward to learning and 
being inspired by the outstanding scientific 
programme that has been put together.  I wish every-
one a successful and enjoyable conference. 

Professor Rowan Parks MD PRCSEd  
President
The Royal College of  Surgeons of  Edinburgh
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I extend my warmest congratulations to the Sri 
Lankan College of Surgeons on the occasion of the 
Surgical Congress 2024, to be held from Septem-
ber 11th to 14th in the historic city of Kandy. It is 
with great pride and admiration that I acknowl-
edge the excellent work that has been ongoing in 
your esteemed      institution, contributing signifi-
cantly to the advancement of surgical care in the 
region.

As President of the SAARC Surgical Care Society, I 
wish to emphasize the pivotal role Sri Lankan 
surgeons have played in the inception and 
progress of our collaborative efforts. It was indeed 
the initiative of your esteemed members that 
helped lay the foundation for our Society, and 
their ongoing contributions have been instrumental 
in shaping our collective success.

In particular, I would like to personally congratu-
late you, Professor Niyas Muhammad, along with 
the dedicated office bearers who have worked 
tirelessly over the past 8 to 9 months to organize 
what I am confident will be a truly remarkable 
Congress. Your commitment and diligence have not 
gone unnoticed, and I am certain this event will 
continue to elevate the standards of surgical care, 

not only in Sri Lanka but also across the neighbor-
ing countries.

I look forward to participating in this prestigious 
Congress and witnessing firsthand the excellence in 
surgical education and collaboration that it will 
foster. I wish you all the very best for the success of 
this event and for the     continued growth of the Sri 
Lankan College of Surgeons.

Thank you for your efforts and dedication.

Dr Sunil K  Sharma Dhakal 
President
SAARC Surgical Care Society

SAARC SURGICAL CARE SOCIETY
THE PRESIDENT 

SAARC
Surgical Care Society

SLSC 2024   KANDY 12
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AWARDS & MEDALS

THE COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS OF SRI LANKA

It is with great pleasure that I send this message on 
the occasion of the staging of the 53rd Scientific 
Congress of the College, to be held from 11th to 14th 
September 2024.

The College of Surgeons was established in 1970 
with Dr. P.R.Anthonis as the first President. It was 
initially created to host surgeons from the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England who came to Ceylon 
to conduct the primary FRCS examination in anatomy, 
physiology and pathology. Over time it evolved into 
a platform for Sri Lankan Surgeons and their juniors 
to present scientific papers and to share experiences.

Times have changed. This year’s congress will include 
symposia, plenaries and workshops, free paper 
sessions and orations. Additionally, the congress will 
host delegations from the Royal Colleges of Surgeons 
from England, Edinburgh and Glasgow besides 
delegates from Australia, Russia, USA, China, Brazil, 
Singapore and SAARC countries. Organizing and 
hosting such a large undertaking posts severe 
challenges which have been skillfully addressed by 
the President Dr. S.M.M.Niyas and his Council. My 
congratulations to them.

The theme for this year’s congress,” Inclusivity, Equity 
and Sustainability” is particularly relevant in today’s 
context as it aims to advance health care. By promot-
ing inclusivity, it helps to foster a sense of brotherhood 
and comradeship amongst the surgical fraternity 
ensuring a brighter future for the College. Equity 

guarantees that all patients will have access to 
quality surgical services. As to sustainability, in an era 
of technology dependent surgical practices, we must 
strike a balance between advances in surgical care 
and affordability. Responsible resource use will 
undoubtedly contribute to long- term health improve-
ments.

I wish the Congress a successful week of deliberations 
and positive outcomes.

A.H. Sheriffdeen, FRCS, DSc (Hony)
Emeritus Professor of  Surgery, University of  Colombo.

SLSC 2024   KANDY 13



SRI LANKA SURGICAL CONGRESS 2024
CONGRESS CO-CHAIRS

AWARDS & MEDALS

We, the Council of the College of Surgeons of Sri 
Lanka and the surgical fraternity of Sri Lanka 
warmly invite you to the Sri Lanka Surgical 
Congress (SLSC) 2024, from 11-14 September 
2024.   This Congress, which is the main academic 
event of the College of Surgeons of Sri Lanka, is 
scheduled to be held in the picturesque city of 
Kandy, at the Grand Kandyan Hotel, situated on 
top of a mountain, providing a ‘birds eye’ view of 
Kandy city and its surroundings.

This year, the Congress will be attended by three 
Surgical Colleges of the United Kingdom, and the 
Surgical Colleges of all SARRC countries. In 
addition, we have invited world renowned experts 
from UK, Australia, Russia, USA, Singapore and 
Brazil contributing to our academic program, thus 
expanding the horizons of knowledge and 
experience. The Academic Chair and his team 
have lined up some interesting and important 
topics and areas pertinent to the tropics in the form 
of interactive sessions, symposia, plenaries and 
workshops in the academic program to replenish 
and enrich the knowledge. 

Kandy, a UN World heritage cultural site is a 
historic city situated on a plateau below the central 
highlands of Sri Lanka.  This beautiful, multiethnic 
city, home to 1.5 million people, is also the home to 
many sacred sites including the Temple of the Tooth 
Relic and the Royal Palace of the last kingdom of 
Sri Lanka. The world famous Kandyan dancers, 
Kandyan art and the August Perahera are some of 
the main cultural attractions which bring in tourist 
from the world over. The city itself is small but rich 

with amenities including shops, fruit stalls, souvenir 
shops, cafes, pubs, and old colonial hotels where a 
visitor can enjoy an evening stroll.  

A rectangular lake adds to the beauty and to the 
pleasant cool environment of Kandy.  This city is 
surrounded by forest hills and by the river 
Mahaweli. A short hilly drive further up, pass some 
glorious water falls, are the green-carpeted 
mountains of the world-famous Ceylon Tea 
plantations. The University of Peradeniya, the 
largest in the country, a well known hub of 
Knowledge, is only a short drive away from Kandy, 
situated in a valley full of trees and flowering 
plants attracting a myriad of birds, bees and 
butterflies.  The Royal Botanical Gardens, set up 
across the road from the campus, exhibits a wide 
variety of our rich biodiversity adding ‘green’ 
beauty to Kandy as well as to the University. 
Kandy is always a ‘must visit’ site for every foreign 
visitor.

We in Kandy, welcome you to the congress with a 
warm “Ayubowan”. 

THE COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS OF SRI LANKA

Dr Ranga E 
Wickramarachchi
Congress Co-chair

Professor Arinda 
Dharmapala
Congress Co-chair
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AWARDS & MEDALS

On behalf of the organizing team of the Sri Lanka 
Surgical Congress, we extend a warm welcome to all 
invitees and delegates attending our upcoming 
scientific meeting! We are thrilled to see such a 
distinguished group of surgeons, researchers, and 
healthcare professionals converging for this exciting 
event.

This meeting promises to be a landmark occasion. We 
have curated a programme  overflowing with 
cutting-edge presentations, insightful discussions on 
the latest surgical advancements, and interactive 
workshops designed to hone your skills. Whether 
you're a seasoned veteran or a budding star in the 
field, there's something for everyone.

While the meeting incorporates the core surgical 
aspects of general surgery and the subspecialties, we 
will also delve into newer aspects such as artificial 
intelligence in surgery, a safe operating room, and 
enhancing performance in the surgical field. Over 
150 teams will present their research findings as free 
papers, while 3 orations will be incorporated into the 
programme. The programme also includes over 15 
pre-congress workshops, 10 breakfast sessions, and 5 
master classes for those with special interests.  

This gathering transcends the exchange of knowl-
edge. It fosters a vibrant community, where you can 
connect with peers, learn from leading experts, and 
forge collaborations that will propel the future of 
surgery. We encourage you to actively participate in 

panel discussions, network during social events, and 
share your own experiences that enrich the learning 
environment.

We look forward to welcoming you and experiencing 
the collective brilliance of this esteemed group.

With warmest regards,

Professor Ajith Malalasekera
Academic Co-Chair

SLSC 2024   KANDY 15
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Professor Arinda 
Dharmapala 
Academic Co-Chair
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THE COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS OF SRI LANKA

It is with great pleasure that I extend my warmest 
greetings to each of you on the occasion of the 
much-anticipated event of the surgical calendar – the 
Annual Congress of the College of Surgeons of Sri 
Lanka – SLSC 2024. 

The Council of 2024 has held many programmes 
covering all nine provinces and we has been able to 
gain maximum support from all the chapters from all 
over the country. All the subspeciality bodies within 
the umbrella of CSSL have conducted many academic 
events throughout the year 2024. CSSL has continued 
strong connections with esteemed surgical organiza-
tions across the world and established overseas 
chapters as well. This has formally strengthened 
bonds between CSSL, Sri Lankan and overseas 
surgeons, adhering to theme “inclusivity, equity and 
sustainability”.

On that note I welcome you to SLSC 24 at The Grand 
Kandyan Hotel in grand style as the honorary 
secretary of CSSL.  It is a privilege to host this presti-
gious event, which includes plenary lectures by 
leading experts, engaging symposia, ‘Meet the 
Expert’ sessions, masterclasses, and insightful 
research presentations. This congress provides a vital 
platform for sharing knowledge, fostering collabora-
tions, and advancing surgical practice both locally 
and globally.

I would like to express our deepest gratitude to our 
sponsors for their generous support, which has been 

essential in bringing this congress to fruition. A special 
thank you goes to our organizing team and council 
members for their invaluable guidance and leader-
ship throughout the planning process. We are also 
deeply appreciative of the dedicated office staff of 
the College of Surgeons Sri Lanka, whose hard work 
and commitment have been instrumental in organizing 
this event.

Additionally, our thanks extends to those who 
arranged the pre-congress and post-congress 
workshops and the calendar event organizers for 
their meticulous planning and co-ordination. 

Your participation and contributions are vital to the 
success of this congress. I look forward to the produc-
tive discussions and collaborations ahead. 

Dr Chathuranga Keppetiyagama
Honorary Secretary 
The College of  Surgeons of  Sri Lanka
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Honorary Fellowships 

Professor Nandadeva Samarasekera

MBBS, MS (COL), FRCS(ENG), FRCS(EDIN), MD(UAE,UK)
FORMER PROFESSOR OF SURGERY

FACULTY OF MEDICINE,
UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF SRI LANKA

Professor Vajira Weerasinghe

MBBS , BDS(SRI LANKA), MPHIL(SRI LANKA), PHD (UK)
PROFESSOR OF PHYSIOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSIOLOGY

FACULTY OF MEDICINE
UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA

Dr Mehan Siriwardana

MBBS, BMEDSC (HONS), FRCS
LAPAROSCOPIC AND ROBOTIC HEPATO-PANCREATIC 

AND BILIARY SURGEON
AUSTRALIA

Professor Chellaih  Selvasekar

MD, FRCSED(GEN), PG CERT (MED ED), PG DIP (HEALTH 
EXECUTIVE)

CONSULTANT COLORECTAL AND LAPAROSCOPIC SURGEON
THE CHRISTIE NHS FOUNDATION TRUST

UNITED KINGDOM
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Honorary Fellowships 

Dr Elmin Steyn

MBCHB(STELL), M.MED(SURGERY), FCS(SA), FISS
SPECIALIST TRAUMA SURGEON

HEAD OF SURGERY
TYGERBERG HOSPITAL, CAPE TOWN

PRESIDENT ELECT OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
TRAUMA SURGERY AND INTENSIVE CARE (IATSIC)

SOUTH AFRICA

Dr Bernard Lim Yon Kuei

MBBS (S’PORE) , FRCSEDIN(SURGERY), 
MMED (SURGERY), FAMS(SURG)

GENERAL AND COLORECTAL SURGEON
PRESIDENT, COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

SINGAPORE

Dr Sze Li Siow

MBBS(MONASH), MRCS(IRE),MRCS(EDIN), 
MS(UM), FRCA(GLASG), FAMM(MAL), FASI(HON 

INDIA),  FAMS(SINGAPORE)
CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON

PRESIDENT, COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 
ACADEMY OF MEDICINE OF MALAYSIA

Dr Romeo Kansakar

MBBS , MS GENERAL, GASTROINTESTINAL,
HBP & LAPAROSCOPIC 

SURGERY
PRESIDENT, SOCIETY OF SURGEONS OF 

NEPAL

Professor Probal Neogi

MS, FRACS EDIN., FRCS GLASG., 
FACS(USA), FAIS

PROFESSOR OF SURGERY
MOTI LAL NEHRU MEDICAL COLLEGE, 

PRAYAGRAJ
PRESIDENT, ASSOCIATION
OF SURGEONS OF INDIA
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STANDING 2ND ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT)
DR NIRUKSHAN JAYAWEERA, DR BUDDHIKA THILAKARATHNA, PROF ARINDA DHARMAPALA, DR MALIK DE SOYA (ASST. 

SECRETARY), DR S SASHIKARAN, DR MAHINDA MALLAWATANTRI, DR KESHARA RATNATUNGA, PROF PRAMODH 
CHANDRASINGHE (EDITOR), DR ACHALA SAMARASINGHE, DR KALANA PARANA PALLIYA GURUGE, DR GAYAN EKANAYAKE

STANDING 1ST ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT)
DR SISIL KUMARA, DR KAMAL JAYASURIYA, DR MIHIRA BANDARA, DR SANDANI WIJERATHNE, DR RASITHA MANATUNGA, DR S 
SRISHANKAR, DR R GNANASEKARAM (ASST. TREASURER), DR SUMANA HANDAGALA, DR KAVINDA RAJAPAKSE, DR PERCY DIAS, 

DR SANJEEV SAMARANAYAKE, DR RANJUKA UBEYSIRI, DR DHAMMIKE RASNAYAKE, DR RANGA E WICKRAMARACHCHI, DR 
KAPILA GAMAGE, DR THATHYA DE SILVA, DR ROSHAN DASSANAIEKE

SEATED (LEFT TO RIGHT)
DR CHATHURANGA KEPPETIYAGAMA (SECRETARY), PROF BAWANTHA GAMAGE, PROF SRINATH CHANDRASEKERA (PAST 

PRESIDENT), DR JAYAINDRA FERNANDO (PAST PRESIDENT), PROF M D LAMAWANSA (PAST PRESIDENT), DR NARENDRA PINTO 
(PAST PRESIDENT), PROF A H SHERIFFDEEN (PAST PRESIDENT), DR DUMINDA ARIYARATNE (PRESIDENT ELECT), DR S M M NIYAS 

(PRESIDENT), PROF D N SAMARASEKERA (IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT), PROF A P R ALUWIHARE (PAST PRESIDENT), PROF 
MOHAN DE SILVA (PAST PRESIDENT), PROF RANIL FERNANDO (PAST PRESIDENT), MAHANAMA GUNASEKARA (PAST PRESIDENT), 
DR NISSANKA JAYAWARDHANA (PAST PRESIDENT), AJITH MALALASEKERA (VICE PRESIDENT), PROF REZNI CASSIM (TREASURER)   

ABSENT
DR YASAS ABEYWICKRAMA, DR J JANARTHANAN, DR KOLITHA KARUNADASA, DR S H R SANJEEWA

AWARDS & MEDALS
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organising committee

Prof Arinda Dharmapala
Congress Co-Chair

Dr Ranga E
Wickramarachchi
Congress Co-Chair

Dr Thathya de SilvaDr Kesara Ratnatunga

Prof Bandula 
Samarasinghe

Dr Achala Samarasinghe Dr Gayan Ekanayake Dr Kavinda Rajapakse Dr Vajira Jayasinghe

Dr Senal
Medagedera

Dr Kaushika
Gunasekare

Dr Mahee Dissanayake Dr Nandana
Wickramarachchi

Dr Raayiz Razick Dr Amila Kodikara

Prof Ajith Malalasekera 
Academic Chair

Prof. Arinda 
Dharmapala

Academic Co-chair

Dr S M M Niyas
President CSSL

Dr Chathuranga 
Keppetiyagama
Secretary CSSL
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and claims for damages to the patients which may arise out of an act, omission, or breach of professional duty in the 
course of their practice. If negligence, error, or omission occurs in the course of work that results in financial loss or injury 
to patient/s, they may take legal actions against you to recover their loss. 

2. Surgical and Hospitalitaion (Indoor) Family Cover
This package includes Personal Accident Cover, Medical and Surgical Cover, Critical Illness Cover, Child Birth 

Cover. (Pay by health plus card and avoid settlement of hospital bills by cash). This cover is consisted of four packages.  

3. SLIC Comprehensive Health Plus with Life Cover Sri Lanka & Overseas
This cover offers Life Assured Better financial support in order to reimburse Life Assured medical bills up to pre-

specified maximum, in the event of hospitalization. This covers a range of Medical Expenses, including Laboratory Tests,
Operation Theatre Charges, Room Charges, Nursing Charges, pre and post Hospitalization expenses, ICU Charges and
much more. Cashless claim settlement option shall be provided for a list of approved hospitals within Sri Lanka.
Hospitalization expenses incurred in Sri Lanka, India, Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand will be covered. 

4. Comprehensive Motor Insurance Cover
For the most comprehensive protection for you and your vehicle with the best benefits. Helping you keep up with 

the pace of today’s demanding lifestyle; we have designed a motor insurance policy that will keep you and your vehicle
safe through well-established partnerships with vehicle agents and repair centers island-wide, ensuring 24*7 unrivaled
service and coverage. 

5. Comprehensive Home Insurance Cover 
A comprehensive home insurance policy, Home Protect is the ideal cover to protect your most valued asset against

unexpected and unavoidable risks and liabilities. Home Protect covers your home, your family and your valuables and your 
domestic staff in the event of a disaster. 

6. Travel Insurance
Designed for the overseas traveler, Sri Lanka Insurance Travel Protect covers a wide range of emergencies that

could take place from the point of embarkation. From risks such as stolen luggage to crises such as unexpected medical
expenses abroad, Travel Protect is the ideal cover that assures peace of mind during your time away from home, while also 
ensuring your home safety. 

For further details please contact:  
Doctor’s Insurance Service Center 

Mr. W.V.P. Wijesiri (Business Promotion Officer of Sri Lankan Insurance) 
077 791 0190 / 070 791 0190 / 011 2 826 253 

E – mail : wijesiriv@slic.lk / wijesiriwic@gmail.com 

mailto:wijesiriv@slic.lk
mailto:wijesiriwic@gmail.com
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CONGRESS SCHEDULE – DAY 1 
THURSDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 2024

TIME HALL ITEM DETAILS SPEAKERS ASSOCIATION 

07.00 – 
08.00 

MEET THE EXPERTS SESSION  01 

MEET THE EXPERTS SESSION  02 

MEET THE EXPERTS SESSION  03  

08.00 – 
09.00 

Peacock 
hall Symposium 1 

 The Role of Surgery vs Endo 
therapy on Management of 
Gastroenterological Disease 

The SLSG(Sri Lanka 
Society of 
Gastroenterology)  

& 

Sri Lanka 
Association of 
Minimal Access and 
Digital Surgeons 
(SLAMADS) 

Gastroesophageal reflux 
disease 

Dr Anoj 
Dharmawardhane 
Vs 
Dr Rasika 
Bulathsinghala 

Management of Biliary 
obstruction 

Mr N Venkatesh 
Jayanthi 
Vs 
Dr Nilesh Fernandopulle 

Chronic Pancreatitis 
Dr Duminda Subasinghe 
Vs 
Dr Nandana Dinamithra 

Eagle 
hall Symposium 2 Diabetic foot disease 

Sri Lankan Society 
for Vascular 
Surgery (SLSVS) 

Overview of diabetic foot 
disease Dr Ranjuka Ubayasiri 

Debridement: the science 
behind the practice 

Professor Mandika 
Wijeyaratne 

“T.I.M.E.”ly Ulcer care Dr Thushan Gooneratne 
Red flags in the diabetic foot: 
what we should not miss 

Dr Buddhima 
Jayawickrama 

09.00 – 
10.00 

Peacock 
hall Symposium 3 

Minimal access HPB surgery 

Sri Lanka Hepato-
Pancreato-Biliary 
Surgeons 
Association 
(SLHPBA) 

Minimal access HPB surgery – 
Current evidence and the 
future 

Mr Robert Sutcliffe 

Minimal access pancreatic 
surgery 

Professor  Khatkov Igor 
Ihatkov 

Minimal Access liver Surgery Mr Ravi 
Marudanayagam 

Robotic HPB surgery Dr Mehan Siriwardhana 

Eagle 
hall Symposium 4 

Renal stone management 

Sri Lanka 
Association of 
Urological Surgeons 
(SLAUS) 

Frontiers of minimally invasive 
renal stone management Dr Manjula Herath 

Emergencies in urolithiasis Dr Thaha M Mustafa 
Prevention of recurrent stone 
formation; an insight 

Professor Srinath 
Chandrasekera 



Eagle 
hall Symposium 4 

Renal stone management 

Sri Lanka 
Association of 
Urological Surgeons 
(SLAUS) 

Frontiers of minimally invasive
renal stone management Dr Manjula Herath 

Emergencies in urolithiasis Dr Thaha M Mustafa 
Prevention of recurrent stone 
formation; an insight 

Professor Srinath 
Chandrasekera 

The current role of AI in the 
management of renal stone 
disease 

Professor Abhay Rane 
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10.00 – 
11.00 

Sir A M De Silva Oration 
Dr U M J E Samaranayake 

11.00 – 
11.30 TEA 

11.30 – 
12.00 

Peacock 
hall Plenary 1 

Management of giant      
para-oesophageal hernia / 
Evolution of Robotics in 
Upper GI Surgery 

Mr Sritharan 
Kathirkamanathan 

12.00 – 
12.30 

Eagle 
hall Plenary 2 Liver Trauma Professor  Rowan Parks 

12.30 – 
13.30 

Peacock 
hall Symposium 5 

Orthopods and the spine 

Sri Lanka 
Orthopaedic 
Association (SLOA) 

Flexion distraction of the 
cervical spine; when and what 
to do 

Dr Kelum Chathuranga 
Vidanagamage 

Pott’s disease; how we deal 
with it Dr Shazar Hameed 

Neurogenic claudication; 
ending the suffering 

Dr Chanaka 
Solangarachchi 

AIS; straightening deformed 
dreams Dr Nirmal Marasinghe 

Eagle 
hall Symposium 6 

Current approaches to 
complex abdominal wall 
defects 

Australian Chapter 
of the College of 
Surgeons of Sri 
Lanka 

Pre-habilitation- what do we 
do? Dr Shiran Wijeratne 

Open techniques for complex 
abdominal wall defects Dr Ruwan Wijesuriya 

Laparoscopic eTEP for 
abdominal wall reconstruction 

Dr Anoj 
Dharmawardana 

Laparoscopic repair of 
abdominal wall defects: IPOM 
and Pre-peritoneal repair 

Dr Chandika 
Wewelwala 

13.30 – 
14.30 LUNCH 

14.30 – 
15.30 

Peacock 
hall Symposium 7 

Artificial Intelligence in 
Surgery 

The College of 
Surgeons of Sri 
Lanka (CSSL) 

Demystifying AI: a big picture 
view 

Dr Asitha 
Bandaranayake 

AI systems for medicine and 
surgery 

Professor Roshan G 
Ragel  

Moderated panel discussion 
on aspects of AI in surgery 

Professor Tan 
Arulampalam 
Professor Abhay Rane 
Professor Roshan G 
Ragel 
Dr Asitha 
Bandaranayake  

Eagle 
hall Symposium 8 

Patient safety and enhancing 
theatre performance 

The College of 
Surgeons of Sri 
Lanka (CSSL) 

Human factors and team 
working to enhance 
performance 

Professor Tan 
Arulampalam 

Safe OR Miss Vivien Lees 
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Recognition And Prevention of 
Injury and Deterioration 
(RAPID) 

Professor Tim Graham 

15.30 – 
16.30 

Peacock 
hall Symposium 9 

Tips and traps in unstable 
abdominal injuries 

The College of 
Surgeons of Sri 
Lanka (CSSL) 

Life threatening liver injuries in 
a resource-challenged 
environment: what are our 
options? 

Professor Elmin Steyn 

Trauma laparotomy: there is a 
haematoma in the 
retroperitoneum! What shall 
we do? 

Dr Yuzaidi Mohamad 

Trauma laparotomy: gush of 
blood ; how do you manage? 

Professor Martine 
Wullschleger 

Eagle 
hall Symposium 10 

Basic and current concepts in 
entrapment neuropathies 

The College of 
Surgeons of Sri 
Lanka (CSSL) 

Carpal tunnel syndrome 
change is coming Dr Kavinda Rajapakse 

Green carpal tunnel release Prof Vivien Lees 
Electrophysiology in 
compression neuropathies Dr Lakmini Pathberiya 

16.30 – 
17.30 

Peacock 
hall Symposium 11 

Proctology 

The College of 
Surgeons of Sri 
Lanka (CSSL) 

Update on management of 
fistula in ano Dr.Parvez sheikh 

How to get best outcomes with 
different methods of 
managing haemorrhoids 

Professor Bernard Lim 
Yon Kuei 

Surgical management of 
rectal prolapse  

Mr  John Camilleri-
Brennan 

Eagle 
hall Symposium 12 

Common paediatric surgical 
emergencies 

Sri Lanka 
Association of 
Paediatric Surgeons 
(SLAPS) 

Paediatric solid organ injury Dr Mathula 
Hettiarachchi 

Acute abdomen in children Dr B. Sayanthan 
Paediatric head and cervical 
spine injury Dr P. Sajeevan 

17.30  - 
18.00 TEA 

14.30 -
15.30 
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CONGRESS SCHEDULE – DAY 2 
FRIDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2024

TIME HALL ITEM DETAILS SPEAKER ASSOCIATIONS 

07.00 – 
08.00 

MEET THE EXPERTS SESSION  04

MEET THE EXPERTS SESSION  05

MEET THE EXPERTS SESSION  06

08.00 – 
09.00 

Peacock 
hall 

Symposium 13 

Surgical Management of soft 
tissue infections of limbs Association of 

General Surgeons of 
Sri Lanka (AGSSL)  

& 

Sri Lanka Association 
Of Plastic, 
Reconstructive and 
Aesthetic Surgeons 
(SLSPRAS) 

Management of necrotizing 
fasciitis and cellulitis in 
extremities 

Dr Kosala 
Somaratne 

Pitfalls in managing diabetic 
foot infections 

Dr Mihira Bandara 

Microbiological basis of 
managing soft tissue infection of 
extremities 

Dr.Mahen 
Kothalawala 

Tissue cover after soft tissue 
infection 

Dr.Kolitha 
Karunadasa 

Eagle 
hall 

Symposium 14 

Management of low risk 
papillary thyroid cancer 

Association of 
Endocrine Surgeons 
of Sri Lanka (AESSL) 

Assessment of a thyroid nodule Professor Ranil 
Fernando 

Surgical management of low 
risk thyroid cancer 

Professor Rajeev 
Parameswaran 

Oncological management of 
low risk thyroid cancer 

Dr Nuradh Joseph 

09.00 - 
.09.20 

Peacock 
hall Plenary 3 

New modalities in surgical 
training  Professor Tan 

Arulampalam 

09.20 – 
10.20 

Peacock Symposium 15 Appendiceal tumors - Case 
based discussion 

Professor C 
Selvasekar 
Dr Nuradh Joseph 
Dr Rasitha 
Manatunga 
Dr Chinthaka 
Appuhamy 

The Sri Lanka 
Association of 
Surgical Oncologists 
(SLASO) 

Eagle 
hall Symposium 16 

Updates on craniofacial 
surgery 

The College of 
Surgeons of Sri Lanka 
(CSSL) 

Dental occlusion and facial 
trauma Mr Matthew Garrett 

⁠Current management of facial 
nerve injuries 

Dr Pravin 
Wijesinghe 

Oral disease: pathology 
essentials 

Professor Samadara 
Siriwardena 

10.20 – 
10.45 TEA 

 10.45 – 
11.15 

Peacock 
hall Plenary 4 Colorectal Liver metastasis Professor Ajith 

Siriwardena 
11.15 – 
11.30 

Peacock 
hall 

CST UROL Award Ceremony 
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11.30 – 
13.00 

Peacock 
hall Symposium 17 

COLOCON - Complications 
related to low rectal 
anastomosis 

Sri Lankan 
Association of 
Colorectal Surgeons 
(SLACS) 

Anastomotic leaks: early 
diagnosis Dr Surendra Mantoo 

Imaging in anastomotic leak Dr Thomas Glover 
Anastomotic leaks: treatment 
and prevention 

Dr Wasantha 
Wijenayake 

LARS Mr John Camillerie-
Brennan 

Eagle 
hall Symposium 18 

Breast Surgery 
Sri Lanka Association 
Of Plastic, 
Reconstructive and 
Aesthetic Surgeons 
(SLSPRAS)  

& 

Sri Lanka Society of 
Breast 
Surgeons(SLSBS) 

Congenital and developmental 
disorders of the breast 

Dr Yasas 
Abeywickrema 

Management of volume loss 
following surgery for breast 
cancer 

Dr Nalinda 
Munasinghe 
Dr Kanchana 
Wijesinghe 

Genetics of breast disease Professor Vajira 
Dissanayake 

13.00 – 
14.00 LUNCH 

14.00 – 
16.30 

Peacock 
hall 

Symposium 19 

COLOCON - Early rectal 
cancer 

Sri Lankan 
Association of 
Colorectal Surgeons 
(SLACS) 

Defining early rectal cancer Dr Surendra Mantoo 
The role of imaging in early 
rectal cancer 

Professor  Gina 
Brown 

Decision making in early rectal 
cancer Dr Surendra Mantoo 

Treatment options and evidence 
so far 

Dr Bernard Lim Yon 
Kuei 

Pathology in early rectal cancer Dr Sangeetha 
Mantoo 

COLOCON 
Guest Lecture 

Local re-growths after initial 
complete clinical response  
under watch and wait 

Dr Rodrigo Perez 

Sri Lankan 
Association of 
Colorectal Surgeons 
(SLACS) 

Live discussion 
conducted 
online 

Robotics in Colorectal surgery Professor 
Selvasekar 

Sri Lankan 
Association of 
Colorectal Surgeons 
(SLACS) 

Eagle 
hall 

Symposium 20 
14.00 – 15.00 

Adrenal surgery 

Association of 
Endocrine Surgeons 
of Sri Lanka (AESSL) 

Surgical management of 
Pheochromocytoma and 
Paragangliomas 

Dr  M J Paul 

Surgical management of 
Adrenal cancer Mr  Robert Sutcliffe 

Surgical management of 
Cushing syndrome 

Professor Rajeev 
Parameswaran 

Symposium 21 
15.00 – 16.00 

Cardiothoracic surgical role in 
total care of a patient with an 
abdominal malignancy – Case 
based discussion 

 Mr Tim Graham 
Dr Ajith 
Karunarathna 
Dr Mahendra 
Munasinghe 
Dr Dammika 
Rasnayake 

Association of 
Cardiothoracic and 
Thoracic Surgeons of 
Sri Lanka 

16.30 TEA 
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CONGRESS SCHEDULE – DAY 3 
SATURDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 2024

TIME HALL ITEM DETAILS SPEAKERS ASSOCIATIONS 

07.00 – 08.00 MEET THE EXPERTS SESSION  07 

MEET THE EXPERTS SESSION  08 

MEET THE EXPERTS SESSION  09 

08.00 – 09.00 

Peacock 
hall Symposium 22 

Surgical Nutrition 

Sri Lanka College 
of Nutrition 
Physicians 
(SLCNP) 

Nutrition in a surgical 
patient  

Professor Ishan De 
soyza  

Practical ERAS Dr Evone Jayaweera 
 Short gut and how to 
recover fail gut 

Dr Timothy 
Wickremasekera 

Eagle 
hall Symposium 23 

Approach to borderline 
resectable and locally 
advanced pancreatic 
cancer 

Sri Lanka Hepato-
Pancreato-Biliary 
Surgeons 
Association 
(SLHPBA) 

Radiological definitions 
and what to look for in 
imaging  

Dr Jeevani Udupihille 

Evidence for complex 
pancreatic surgery: 
planning and outcomes 

Professor Nikolaos 
Chatzizacharias 

Surgical techniques ProfessorIgor Khatkov 
Processing the specimen 
and frozen sections  

Professor Sulochana 
Wijetunge  

09.00 – 10.00 Noel & Nora Bartholomeusz paper Session 

10.00 – 11.00 SAARC Oration 
Dr L Niroshan Seneviratne 

11.00 – 11.30 TEA 

11.30 – 12.00 Peacock 
hall Plenary 5 

Training through multiple 
learning curves : Surgical 
competence vs excellence 

Professor K B Galketiya 

12.00 – 13.00 

Peacock 
hall Symposium 24 

Acute Pancreatitis 

Sri Lanka Hepato-
Pancreato-Biliary 
Surgeons 
Association 
(SLHPBA) 

Early management of 
acute pancreatitis Professor Sivaganesh 

Pancreatic necrosis 
/delayed complications- 
role of therapeutic EUS 

Dr Nilesh Fernandopulle 

Surgical Management of 
pancreatic necrosis 

Dr Selvan 
Jegatheeswaran 

Acute relapsing 
pancreatitis 

Professor  Rohan 
Siriwardena 

Eagle 
hall Symposium 25 

SAARC Symposium: 
Perspectives in Surgical 
Care in the SAARC 
Region 
SAARC regional 
cooperation: Is it needed? 

Dr Sunil K Sharma 
Dhakal 
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MIS training in SAARC 
countries- The way 
forward  

Dr Probal Neogi 

Speed thrills but kills: a 
surgical perspective 

Professor  Abdul 
Majeed Chaudhary 

Common surgical problems 
in Bhutan Dr Tashi Tenzn 

Optimizing surgical care 
with financial constraints- 
Sri Lankan perspective 

Professor Bawantha 
Gamage 

Dr Romeo Kansakar 

13.00 – 14.00 

Peacock 
hall Symposium 26 

Complex lower limb 
injuries Sri Lanka 

Association Of 
Plastic, 
Reconstructive and 
Aesthetic 
Surgeons 
(SLSPRAS) 

& 

Sri Lanka 
Orthopaedic 
Association 
(SLOA) 

Foot and ankle injuries Dr Pradeep Amarasighe 
Degloving injuries of the 
heal 

Dr Pragaash 
Shanmuganathan 

Prosthetic rehabilitation of 
lower limbs Mr S Devarajan 

Eagle 
hall Symposium 27 Out station Surgical 

practice      

The College of 
Surgeons of Sri 
Lanka (CSSL) 

Innovative patient care in 
resource limited setting   

Dr Wasula 
Rathnaweera 

Overcoming professional 
isolation and enhancing 
skills  

Dr Achala 
Samarasinghe 

Establishment of cluster 
care systems and patient 
referral pathways   

Dr Sunanda 
Hendiwattage 

Legal and ethical 
considerations in 
Peripheral Practice 

Dr Rifzan Jameel 

Achieving work life 
balance  

Dr Nandana 
Wickramarachchi 

14.00 – 14.30 CLOSING CEREMONY 

14.30 – 15.00 LUNCH 

12.00 - 13.00 
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DR. M.H.DE ZOYSA AWARD

AWARDS & MEDALS

PROFESSOR M.V.P. PEIRIS AWARD
Professor M V P Peiris is one of Sri Lanka's eminent surgeons. A 
product of St. Joseph's College, Panadura and later St. Joseph's 
College, Colombo he had a brilliant career both in school and at 
medical college. He entered Ceylon Medical College having first 
passed the intermediate examination in science of the London 
University obtaining Gold Medals in biology and chemistry. He 
passed out in 1925 with gold medals in Anatomy, Physiology, 
Tropical Medicine, Medicine, Surgery and Operative Surgery in 
addition to being awarded the gold medals for best perfor-
mance in first, second and final professional examinations. 

He then proceeded to England and specialized in surgery obtain-
ing MBBS(Lon) and FRCS(Eng) in 1929. He  was appointed as a 
Consultant Surgeon of General Hospital Colombo. In 1952 he 
accepted the Chair of Surgery at University of Ceylon and 
continued his teaching commitments with busy hospital schedule 
and an extensive private practice. In 1960 he entered politics 
and was appointed to the senate and briefly held portfolio for 
Health and later for Commerce and Trade. He finally ended his 
public service career as the Sri Lankan High Commissioner  in UK.

M V P PEIRIS  award for the best performer in surgery at the 
Final MBBS  examination year of intake2015/2016  is 

awarded to Dr S KOKULARAJ 

Dr M H De Zoysa was born to a family of five at Madampe, 
Ambalangoda on November 11, 1930 and had his primary 
education at Dharmashoka College, Ambalangoda, and his 
secondary education at Ananda College, Colombo. After gradu-
ation from the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Colombo 
in 1957 with honours, he proceeded to the UK for postgraduate 
studies and obtained the Fellowship of The Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh in 1967. 

There was a shortage of surgeons in Sri Lanka then and the 
hospitals had minimal facilities. Unlike many doctors who left at 
that period for postgraduate studies he returned to Sri Lanka to 
serve his motherland. He worked in the General Hospitals of 
Galle, Ratnapura, Colombo South and the National Hospital of 
Sri Lanka as a Consultant Surgeon, rendering yeoman service to 
the citizens of our country. 

In the National Hospital, in addition to his surgical work, he 
contributed immensely to the training of both undergraduates 
and postgraduates. Even when the Colombo medical school was 
closed there were a number of medical students who joined his 
ward rounds and clinics voluntarily. After a distinguished career 
of 33 years, he retired from the Ministry of Health on November 
11, 1990. This opened another chapter in his life. 

This was the time when Eelam war 2 had commenced after the 
failed peace talks with the government of Sri Lanka. There were 
a large number of military casualties and the forces faced an 
acute shortage of medical personnel. Realizing the gravity of the 
situation and the national need of the hour Dr De Zoysa took the 
courageous decision of serving in the Army. When after 
retirement, while most professionals wanted to relax, go slow and 
enjoy life, he took the brave decision of treating the wounded 
servicemen. 

He saved the lives of many brave soldiers at the Palali Military 
Hospital during major military operations, particularly during 

'Balawegaya 1', 'Balawegaya 2', 'Akunupahara' and 'Leap 
forward'. He had a great love and compassion towards these 
injured servicemen and all the risks to his life were secondary to 
this. The College of Surgeons of Sri Lanka, recognizing his 
services to the nation and the profession, honoured its senior life 
member Dr De Zoysa, by awarding him an honorary fellowship. 

DR M H DE ZOYSA award for the best performer in the theory 
component of the MD Surgery (Part 2) examination – Septem-
ber/October 2023  is awarded to Dr D M D T DISANAYAKA 
and March/April 2024 is awarded to  Dr S M P VITHANA
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Professor M V P Peiris is one of Sri Lanka's eminent surgeons. A 
product of St. Joseph's College, Panadura and later St. Joseph's 
College, Colombo he had a brilliant career both in school and at 
medical college. He entered Ceylon Medical College having first 
passed the intermediate examination in science of the London 
University obtaining Gold Medals in biology and chemistry. He 
passed out in 1925 with gold medals in Anatomy, Physiology, 
Tropical Medicine, Medicine, Surgery and Operative Surgery in 
addition to being awarded the gold medals for best perfor-
mance in first, second and final professional examinations. 

He then proceeded to England and specialized in surgery obtain-
ing MBBS(Lon) and FRCS(Eng) in 1929. He  was appointed as a 
Consultant Surgeon of General Hospital Colombo. In 1952 he 
accepted the Chair of Surgery at University of Ceylon and 
continued his teaching commitments with busy hospital schedule 
and an extensive private practice. In 1960 he entered politics 
and was appointed to the senate and briefly held portfolio for 
Health and later for Commerce and Trade. He finally ended his 
public service career as the Sri Lankan High Commissioner  in UK.

M V P PEIRIS  award for the best performer in surgery at the 
Final MBBS  examination year of intake2015/2016  is

awarded to Dr S KOKULARAJ 

 DR. P. R. ANTHONIS
RESEARCH AWARD

AWARDS & MEDALS

Dr Anthonis had an excellent career both in school and as an 
undergraduate. At Medical School he passed every examination 
with a  first class and carried almost all the prizes that were then 
awarded; The Loos gold medal for Pathology, Mathew gold 
medal for Forensic Medicine, Rockwood gold medal for Surgery 
and Government Diploma Medal.

Then in 1947 he became the first person to return to this country 
after the 2nd World War, after having cleared the Primary and 
Final Fellowships Examinations of the Royal College of Surgeons 
of England at the very first attempts. He served as consultant 
surgeon and then as a senior surgeon, General Hospital Colombo, 
for quarter of a century and it was during this time that his name 
and fame reached every home in this country. He was President 
of the Association of Medical Specialists for 9 years since its 
inception and obtained many benefits for the government 
medical fraternity. In 1981 he was appointed the Chairman of 
the Ceylon Medical Council.

In 1981 His Imperial Highness, the Emperor of Japan, conferred 
on him the highest honour bestowed on a non-Japanese 'The 
Sacred Treasure of Japan'. He was appointed to the post of 
Chancellor of University of Colombo in the same year. He is the 
founder President of The College of Surgeons of Sri Lanka. In 
1987 the coveted honour of Deshamanya was conferred upon 
him by his Excellency Mr J R Jayawardene.

P R ANTHONIS RESEARCH award for the best publication  in 
peer reviewed journals authored by Sri Lankan surgical 

trainees in the previous calendar year is awarded to DR U M 
J E SAMARANAYAKE -Morphometric variations of Cajal-like 
cells are associated with pelviureteric junction obstruction in 

children 

 DR . S.J. STEPHEN GOLD MEDAL

Dr Samuel Jeyarajah Stephen had his primary and secondary 
education at Central College, Jaffna and obtained his final MBBS 
from the University of Colombo in 1955. He pursued general 
surgery and later trained in cardiovascular surgery in UK, 
Germany, India and USA and obtained FRCS and MS. In 1964, 
he was appointed the consultant thoracic surgeon, General 
Hospital, Jaffna and later on, in General Hospital, Rathnapura. It 
was here, in 1969 with the assistance of Dr  Neil Hamel, he 
assembled a heart lung machine. He then went on to close ASD's 
on pump which was the first proper open-heart surgery 
performed out of Colombo. He served as the Chief Consultant 
Cardiothoracic surgeon, General Hospital, Colombo from 1976 
to 1994. Following retirement, he served  at Sri Jayewardenepu-
ra General Hospital. He was a trainer and examiner in surgery 
for the Postgraduate Institute of Medicine and the chairman, 
board of study in surgery for many years. He was the President 
of The College of Surgeons of Sri Lanka from 1988 to 1989. He 
was the President of Sri Lanka Medical Association, Sri Lanka 
Heart Association and Association of Cardiology – SAARC 
countries along his career

He was awarded the prestigious title of Hunterian Professor by 
the Royal College of Surgeons of England in 1988 for the lecture 
on “Changing patterns of mitral stenosis in childhood and 
pregnancy”. He had published numerous papers in local and 
international journals on many aspects of cardiac and thoracic 
surgery. He was honored with the national honour “Deshabandu” 
for meritorious service to the nation by the President of Sri Lanka 
in 1987.

S. J. STEPHEN GOLD MEDAL for the best published article in 
Sri Lanka Journal of Surgery 2023 is awarded to Dr S 

GAMBIR -   Stress response in open versus laparoscopic 
procedures: is laparoscopic surgery truly as beneficial to the 

patient as it promises to be?



PROFESSOR P S S
PANDITHARATNE  MEDAL

AWARDS & MEDALS

Professor Panditharatne entered the Faculty of Medicine in 1953 
from where he qualified with MBBS (Honours) in 1959. After his 
internship in Surgery and Paediatrics he joined the department of 
Anatomy as a Demonstrator in 1960. He soon found his niche as 
an anatomist par-excellance. In 1962, he sat the primary FRCS 
examination not with the intention of being a surgeon but of 
widening his knowledge in the basic sciences and passed the 
examination at the first attempt. He continued in Anatomy as a 
Lecturer and proceeded to UK to specialize and do research in 
Anatomy at Manchester University. There, on his original work on 
the autonomic pathways in the Facial Nerve, he was awarded his 
Doctorate, PhD in anatomy from the Manchester University. 

He then did further work on the autonomic ganglia and fibres of 
the gastrointestinal system before returning to Sri Lanka in 1968. 
On his return he was appointed Senior Lecturer in Anatomy and in 
1976, he was the automatic choice for Chair of Anatomy of 
Faculty of Medicine, Colombo. His other academic interests 
include the clinical orientation course in gross anatomy and 
revision of the Neuroanatomy course in order to stimulate greater 
interest among students. He has held several posts in the Universi-
ty hierarchy including Chairmanship of the Curricular and Evalua-
tion Committee of Faculty of Medicine and Acting Dean of 
Faculty of Medicine. He was an acting Registrar of the Sri Lanka 
Medical Council. 

P S S  PANDITHARATNE medal for Anatomy component of 
the common selection examination for surgical specialties - 

February / March 2023 is awarded to Dr  S B P S 
RANATHUNGA & September  2023 is awarded to Dr  M N 

KUMARASINGHE
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ORATIONS
Professor Milroy Aserappa Paul

Memorial Oration

Professor Milroy Aserappa 
Paulwas the epitome of a universi-
ty don. His overtly reserved 
demeanor would transform into a 
confident extrovert endowed with a 
piercing and inquiring mind while teaching in 
the operating theatre, which was his arena. Wit, 
repartee and knowledge was his forte His unique sense of 
humour was benign, pure and appealing. Many a student 
would relish being at the receiving end of his wit and 
would cherish the memory for a lifetime, recounting them at 
every possible opportunity. The teaching room was his 
other theatre where he inculcated surgical concepts with 
enthusiasm and vigour. He inspired generations of students 
and surgical trainees to challenge conventional thinking. 

To quote from the biographical entry Plarr's Lives of the 
Fellows Online of the Royal College of Surgeons (2nd July 
2015), “Milroy Paul, although having the advantage of 
distinguished medical forbears on both sides of his family, 
was a man who, by sheer hard work and brilliance, 
achieved great distinction in his own country and became 
widely known outside Sri Lanka”. He was appointed as a 
Hunterian Professor on three occasions in 1950, 1953 and 
1955. His publications covered various congenital abnor-
malities, pancreatic cysts, amoebic abscess of the liver and 
tropical elephantiasis. He was a founder member of the 
Ceylon Association for the Advancement of Science in 
1944, and its’ President in 1954. He was also a founder 
member and first President of the Association of Surgeons 
of Ceylon 1963-64 and the Registrar of the Sri Lanka 
Medical Council from 1942-82. Paul was a keen tennis 
player and swimmer. 

Professor Paul did what only truly great teachers would do 
- documented, drew, published original work, inspired and

PROFESSOR MILROY
ASERAPPA PAUL

motivated students and juniors. 
He was admitted to the James IV 

Association of Surgeons in 1963, a 
privilege only for 25 of the best 

surgeons from across the world and was 
awarded the OBE in 1972 in recognition of his 

services as a surgeon and an academic. Professor 
Paul never sought publicity, public adoration and acclaim. 
However, the professional fraternity ensured that his 
contributions would never be unheralded. Sri Lanka was 
blessed to have had Milroy Paul, as were the countless 
students and trainees whose lives he touched over decades

PROFESSOR MILROY
PAUL ORATION ORATOR

DR. BINGUMAL JAYASUNDARA
MBBS, MD (SL) MRCS (ENG)
Consultant General Surgeon

District Base Hospital Dambulla

P.R. Anthonis medal and completed the 
MD in 2012 and board certification in 
general surgery in 2015. He is a 
member of Royal College of Surgeons 
of England since 2012.

Dr. Jayasundara has nearly thirty 
publications in peer-reviewed journals 
and more than seventy publica-
tions/presentations as abstracts. He 
delivered Dr. Noel Bartholomeusz 
memorial oration at the College of
Surgeons of Sri Lanka in 2020, in 
addition to multiple plenary lectures 
delivered at various national and 
international conferences. He was a 
member of the specialty board in 
general Surgery at the Post Graduate 
Institution of Medicine, Colombo 
2018/20. He has been a trainer at 
National Trauma Management Course 
since 2020 and a resource person at 

Dr Bingumal Jayasundara is the 
Consultant General Surgeon, District 
Base Hospital, Dambulla.

Bingumal had his primary education at 
Asoka Vidyalaya, Colombo and 
completed his secondary education at 
Royal College, Colombo. In addition to 
the academic excellence during his 
school career, he has earned college 
colours in Baseball for three consecu-
tive years for winning the national 
championship and achieved the 
President’s award as a senior scout. He 
obtained his MBBS with second class 
upper division honours from the Faculty 
of Medical Sciences, University of Sri 
Jayawardenepura in 2005 with 
distinctions in Microbiology, Parasitolo-
gy, Pathology, Surgery and Medicine. 
Dr. Jayasundara entered the post 
graduate training program winning Dr 

various local surgical training programs 
during last eight years . Dr. Jayasunda-
ra has worked at District General 
Hospitals, Mannar and Nuwaraeliya 
prior to his current position in Dambulla. 
Further, he has served as a military 
surgeon in the United Nations Mission in 
South Sudan affiliated to Sri Lanka, 
Army in 2019/20.

Bingumal enjoys nature expeditions, 
wildlife photography, calligraphy, 
literature and reading during his leisure 
times. He is married to Niwanthi, a 
Medical Officer in the Ministry of
Health and has two daughters, Paramie 
and Nilupulie, both sharing his passion 
for the finer arts.
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P.R. Anthonis medal and completed the 
MD in 2012 and board certification in 
general surgery in 2015. He is a 
member of Royal College of Surgeons 
of England since 2012.

Dr. Jayasundara has nearly thirty 
publications in peer-reviewed journals 
and more than seventy publica-
tions/presentations as abstracts. He 
delivered Dr. Noel Bartholomeusz 
memorial oration at the College of 
Surgeons of Sri Lanka in 2020, in 
addition to multiple plenary lectures 
delivered at various national and 
international conferences. He was a 
member of the specialty board in 
general Surgery at the Post Graduate 
Institution of Medicine, Colombo 
2018/20. He has been a trainer at 
National Trauma Management Course 
since 2020 and a resource person at 

Dr Bingumal Jayasundara is the 
Consultant General Surgeon, District 
Base Hospital, Dambulla.

Bingumal had his primary education at 
Asoka Vidyalaya, Colombo and 
completed his secondary education at 
Royal College, Colombo. In addition to 
the academic excellence during his 
school career, he has earned college 
colours in Baseball for three consecu-
tive years for winning the national 
championship and achieved the 
President’s award as a senior scout. He 
obtained his MBBS with second class 
upper division honours from the Faculty 
of Medical Sciences, University of Sri 
Jayawardenepura in 2005 with 
distinctions in Microbiology, Parasitolo-
gy, Pathology, Surgery and Medicine. 
Dr. Jayasundara entered the post 
graduate training program winning Dr 

ABSTRACT

various local surgical training programs 
during last eight years . Dr. Jayasunda-
ra has worked at District General 
Hospitals, Mannar and Nuwaraeliya 
prior to his current position in Dambulla. 
Further, he has served as a military 
surgeon in the United Nations Mission in 
South Sudan affiliated to Sri Lanka, 
Army in 2019/20.

Bingumal enjoys nature expeditions, 
wildlife photography, calligraphy, 
literature and reading during his leisure 
times. He is married to Niwanthi, a 
Medical Officer in the Ministry of 
Health and has two daughters, Paramie 
and Nilupulie, both sharing his passion 
for the finer arts.

TRAUMA SURGICAL, CRITICAL 
CARE AND HEALTH ECONOMIC 
FACETS OF THE HUMAN ELEPHANT 
CONFLICT IN SRI LANKA; UNEVAL-
UATED MEDICAL DIMENSIONS OF A 
WORSENING SOCIO ENVIRONMEN-
TAL CONUNDRUM 

Although, trauma induced injury has been 
the main reason for hospitalization and 
in-hospital mortality, Sri Lanka lacks a 
defined pre-hospital trauma management 
protocol, accredited trauma care hospital 
network or an integrated trauma system. 
Further; there is a shortage, if not absence 
of clinical outcome and patient perceived 
outcome data on major trauma care 
precluding identification of overall lapses. 
These concerns including lack of a trauma 
system, inadequate facilities in rural 
hospitals, unbearable health care 
treatment and transportation costs borne 
by the state appear to be common to all 
South Asian nations. Human-elephant 
conflict has been a longstanding, predomi-
nant socio-economic and environmental 
conservation issue in elephant inhabiting 
South Asian countries including Sri Lanka. 
Continuous battle between the two species 
for the shared limited habitat have led to 

human injuries/deaths caused by wild 
elephant attacks, crop raiding and proper-
ty destruction caused by elephants; in 
addition to manmade injuries and deaths to 
wild elephants. Sri Lanka has reported the 
second-highest number of human deaths 
caused by wild elephant attacks in the 
world. Wild elephant attack related human 
injury is a sub-domain of trauma, which has 
never been evaluated from the surgical 
point of view. This oration submission is 
based on a published prospective case 
series analysis in which; demographics of 
cases, socio-environmental details of the 
incidents, prehospital care specifics, injury 
severity classification, treatment details 
and clinical outcome data with disability 
status of the victims of elephant attacks 
were studied at a rural Base Hospital in Sri 
Lanka for 18 months from July 2022. 
Among 54 eligible cases 
[37(68.5%)–males; Mean age-45.4(Range 
23–75) years], there were 13(24%) 
fatalities. Polytrauma with intracranial, 
thoracic or abdominopelvic injuries were 
the common causes of death. For 47 cases 
brought alive to the hospital, average 
transportation duration was 65(range 20 
125) minutes. Among them; 6/15 patients

with class III/IV haemorrhagic shock had 
crystalloid resuscitation, 10/23 with 
tachypnoea or pulseoximetry 5 RTS 
survivors. Eleven patients (27% of 
survivors) had long-term disability and 
20(49%) had short-term disability. 
Seventy-five percent of attacks happened 
either between 4am-8am or 4pm-8pm and 
93% happened within a kilometer from 
human residencies/agricultural fields. 
Although number of victims hospitalized 
following wild elephant attacks are 
comparatively low; percentage fatality, 
major injury and disability have been high. 
This has led to major health-economic and 
socioeconomic concerns, indicating the need 
for primary prevention. In the presence of 
apparent delays and inadequacies in 
prehospital trauma care compared to 
global standards, there is an essential need 
to improve pre-hospital care within a 
designated trauma system in Sri Lanka for 
better outcomes for all types of major 
trauma, not only in relation to wild elephant 
attacks. 

Keywords Human elephant conflict, Trauma 
system, Prehospital care, Rural Surgery



ORATIONS
SIR A M DE SILVA

Memorial Oration

Sir Arthur de Silva, KCMG, 
CBE, FRCS was admitted to the 
Fellowship at his first attempt at 
the age of 25. A keen student of the 
science of medicine, he became a 
masterly practitioner in the art of general 
practitioner  in the West End of London and later as 
a junior physician at the General Hospital, Colombo. A 
was a well travelled man, and garnered a rich harvest 
of knowledge from the surgical clinics of Europe and 
America.

His ability as an otorhinolaryngologist was recognized 
by foreign colleagues of world renown. His services 
were sought by patients from Africa to Australia. 

Minimal incisions, bleeding, and handling of tissues, 
neatness, rapidity, and dexterity characterized his 
work. He rarely spoke in the theatre, and what little he 
said was never a rebuke or reprimand. His placidity 
and good temper never deserted him even when faced 
with aggravating provocation. Never did he expose a 
patient to danger for the sake of adding to his dramat-
ic surgical triumphs, but he did not shrink from taking 
legitimate risks to safeguard life. Sir A M de Silva 
might have made a significant contribution to surgical 
literature from his experience of half a century, but 
modesty discouraged him from writing of his own 
opinions or work. His contribution to the alleviation of 
suffering among the poor and needy was his life’s work, 
a contribution made, not only through his own labours in 
the General Hospital of Colombo, but also by training 
his pupils in the way he had trained himself. His students 
learned from him not only surgery but also human 
kindness. As an examiner he was reputed to be strict, 

SIR A M DE SILVA 

but he preferred to asses a 
candidate’s knowledge rather than 

probe the depths of his ignorance.

In his retirement speech, he pleaded for a 
greater spirit of professional fellowship, and 

enjoined tact, patience and understanding towards 
patients as fellow beings faced with disease or death. His 
words are worth recalling to our minds decades after he 
spoke them.

SIR A M DE SILVA MEMORIAL ORATION
– ORATOR

DR. JAYAMI ESHANA SAMARANAYAKE

MBBS(SL)
Registrar in General Surgery

North Colombo Teaching Hospital
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ABSTRACT
UNRAVELLING THE ENIGMA OF 
CAJAL-LIKE CELLS IN PELVIURETER-
IC JUNCTION OBSTRUCTION

Introduction: Pelviureteric junction 
obstruction (PUJO) is believed to be 
associated with a reduced density in 
Cajal-like cells (CLCs), which are 
pacemaker cells that regulate smooth 
muscle contractions in the pelvicalyceal 
system and the ureter. Morphometry 
and distribution variations of CLCs 
have not been studied before in the 
available literature. The present study 
objective was to use a cutting edge 
image segmentation technique 
coupled with artificial intelligence (AI) 
to explore the distribution and 
morphometry variations of CLCs in 
PUJO, and to investigate their poten-
tial implications in the pathogenesis of 
PUJO. 

Methods: Paediatric PUJ samples 
were obtained from children with 
primary PUJO (n=8) and age and 
gender-matched cadaveric controls 
(n=8). Adult PUJO samples (cases) of 
unknown aetiology (n=8) and controls 
(n=8) were obtained intraoperatively. 
CD-117 immunostaining was 
performed to identify CLCs. Density, 
distribution and morphometry of CLCs 
were studied using an in-house devel-
oped AI-based image segmentation 
technique.

Results: The density of CLCs in paedi-
atric samples did not show a signifi-
cant difference between cases and 
controls (cases 12 ± 8/per high-pow-
er-field], controls 11± 6/per 
high-power-field per high-power 
field; p = 0.442). A clustered pattern 
of CLC distribution in cases compared 
to a more homogeneous pattern of 
distribution in controls was noted in 
paediatric samples. CLCs in paediatric 
PUJO exhibited distinct morphometric 
characteristics, specifically an 

increased Feret’s diameter (maximum 
distance between any two points 
along the cell membrane; 44.1 ± 15.2 
(cases) vs 38.5 ± 13.1 
(controls),(p=0.009), solidity (a 
measure of the total concavity of the 
cell; 0.90 ± 0.12 (cases) vs 0.85 ± 
0.12 (controls), (p=0.008) and perim-
eter (total length of the cell 
membrane; 116 ± 40 (cases) vs 101 
± 36 (controls),(p=0.017) compared 
to controls. Circularity showed no 
significant associations with primary 
PUJO in children. In adult samples, 
density of CLCs was not significantly 
different between cases (12 ± 10/per 
high-power-field) and controls (15 ± 
21/ per high-power-field; p=0.412). 
There was no statistically significant 
difference in distribution or morpho-
metric changes between adult cases 
and controls [Feret’s diameter; 41.2 ± 
17.4 (cases), and 41.0 ± 14.9 
(controls), solidity; 0.88 ± 0.13 
(cases), 0.88 ± 0.11 (controls), perim-
eter; 109 ± 47 (cases), 104 ± 43 
(controls)]. A systematic review and 
meta-analysis suggested an increase 
in CLC density with age in both healthy 
individuals and those affected with 
PUJO. 

Conclusion: For the first time our data 
suggests that potential phenotypical 
signatures of CLCs, namely, morphom-
etry, and distributional variations, are 
linked to primary PUJO in children. 
These may have an important contrib-
uting role(s) in the pathogenesis of 
PUJO. The plasticity of CLCs and their 
rapid transdifferentiation following 
injurious stimuli into different cell types 
such as fibroblast-like cells and smooth 
muscle cells that do not express c-Kit, 
or the presence of non-functioning 
CLCs that reduce the expression of 
c-Kit receptors following injury and
inflammation, underscores the need
for further functional studies to unravel
the role of CLCs in adult PUJO.

Dr. Jayami Eshana Samaranayake 
completed her undergraduate studies 
with Upper Second-class Honours and 
distinctions in anatomy, medicine and 
psychiatry. 

She is currently reading for Doctor of 
Philosophy (PhD) at the Faculty of 
Medicine, University of Colombo on her 
thesis titled ‘Anatomical, functional and 
radiological study of the pelvicalyceal 
system and ureter in the pathophysiolo-
gy of ureteropelvic junction obstruction’.
In 2023, Dr. Samaranayake furthered 
her academic and professional journey 
by pursuing postgraduate studies in 
Surgery. At present she serves as a 
registrar in general surgery at the 
North Colombo Teaching Hospital. Since 
2023, she has been a junior affiliate 
member of the College of Surgeons of 
Sri Lanka.

Her prolific academic output includes 
over 30 research articles published in 
peer-reviewed journals. While she 
worked as a research assistant, she was 
awarded the best poster presentation 
at the annual academic sessions of the 
College of Surgeons of Sri Lanka in 
2018 and the best research award at 
the Sri Lanka Association of Urological 
Surgeons (SLAUS) joint meeting with the 
British Association of Urological 
Surgeons in 2019. She co-authored the 
cadaveric surgical anatomy & opera-
tive surgery workshop manual of 
Faculty of Medicine, University of 
Colombo and has peer reviewed 
journal articles. 
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DR NIROSHAN SENEVIRATNE

MBBS (Col), MS (SL), MRCS (ENG), FCSSL, FMAS 

Consultant Urologist & Transplant Surgeon
Sri Jayawardenapura General Hospital

Dr. Niroshan Seneviratne is a Consultant Urologist 
and Transplant Surgeon at Sri Jayewardenepura 
General Hospital.

ABSTRACT

He was educated at Ananda College, 
Colombo, and obtained his MBBS from the 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo 
with a second-class honors and distinction in 
clinical medicine in 2002. After completing 
his internship, he entered the Postgraduate 
surgical training program and obtained his 
MS (Surgery) in 2008. On completion of 
training, he obtained his MRCS in 2008. He 
also obtained FCSSL and FMAS in 2019 and 
2023, respectively. Niroshan is also a 
member of the British Transplant Society, the 
Vascular Access Society of Britain and 
Ireland (VASBI) and the Royal College of 
Surgeons. Also, He’s the current Co-president 
representing developing countries at 
“Chinese international cooperation and 
Development in Organ donation and 
transplantation” (CIODC) Belt and Road 
countries.
Dr. Niroshan Seneviratne has undergone 
advanced training in Urology and Transplant 
surgery at Royal Free Hospital London and 
specialized training in multi organ donation 
from Barcelona, Spain. 
He is a co-founder of the Organ Donation 
and Transplant foundation (ODTF), which 

ENHANCING RENAL DONOR POOL 
IN A LOW-MIDDLE INCOME COUN-
TRY: A DECADE OF PROGRESS 
TOWARDS TRANSPLANT SELF-SUF-
FICIENCY 

The increasing number of patients with 
Non-Communicable Diseases (NCD) and 
Chronic Kidney Disease of unknown 
etiology (CKDu) now known as Chronic 
Interstitial Nephritis of the Agricultural 
Community (CINAC) has led to a surge in 
the number of individuals added to waiting 
lists for renal transplants each day. Due to 
the escalating costs of dialysis, many 
patients tragically pass away while 
awaiting a transplant, unable to afford the 
necessary dialysis treatments in long term. 

Living kidney donors who meet the required 
criteria typically undergo open donor 
surgery to benefit recipients suffering from 
End-Stage Renal Failure (ESRF). While 
utilizing living donors offers distinct 
advantages, these generous individuals 
often face significant risks and undergo 
major surgery as a result. In response to this 
pressing issue, our institution has implement-
ed ten strategies over the past decade to 
bolster the renal donor pool and alleviate 
the burden on the waiting list. 

The introduction of total laparoscopic 
kidney harvesting has significantly reduced 
donor morbidity compared to open 
surgery, encouraging more live donors to 
step forward. The benefits of laparoscopic 
surgery have become apparent to many 
potential donors, leading to an increase in 
both related and unrelated donors due to 
the procedure's reduced morbidity, shorter 
hospital stays, and quicker recovery times. 
The incorporation of 3D vision and Robotic 
technology has further improved the 
surgical process, making it more efficient 
and less reliant on additional assistance. 
This advancement has been particularly 
valuable in situations where specialized 
surgical assistants were not readily 
available to support the laparoscopic 
program at its inception. Additionally, 
donors with complex medical histories who 
would have previously been deemed 
ineligible are now considered for donation 
following thorough evaluation by a 
multidisciplinary team. Furthermore, our 
institution has introduced a program for 
harvesting organs from brain-dead donors, 
expanding the deceased donor pool and 
utilizing marginal kidneys from older 
donors without compromising graft function. 
Specialized protocols have been 
implemented to address the needs of 

patients requiring second transplants or 
those with high immunological risks. During 
the COVID-19 pandemic, a bio-bubble 
technique was adopted to ensure the 
safety of donation and transplant 
procedures. To raise awareness among 
healthcare professionals and the communi-
ty, numerous educational campaigns and 
workshops have been conducted, including 
the establishment of a donor memorial 
tribute wall and the introduction of a 
national multiorgan donation card in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Health. 
These initiatives aim to streamline the organ 
donation process and increase public 
engagement through a dedicated organ 
donation and transplantation website. 
Analyzing the data collected from these 
strategies has shown positive outcomes for 
various types of renal donors and the 
recipients' short- and intermediate-term 
survival rates. It is evident that the 
implementation of these strategies is crucial 
for achieving self-sufficiency in transplant 
centers nationwide, expanding access to 
transplant services and combating the 
epidemic of end-stage renal failure across 
the country.

plays a pivotal role in promoting awareness 
regarding deceased-donor transplantations 
in Sri Lanka. Dr. Niroshan Seneviratne 
pioneered the initiation of National Organ 
Donor Day in Sri Lanka in 2018 and 
established a National Organ Donor Card 
with collaboration of Ministry of Health with 
more than 13,000 registered donors current-
ly. “Wall of tribute”, a donor memorial wall 
was also erected at the Sri Jayewardenepu-
ra General hospital premises, only one of its 
kind to commemorate the deceased donors. 
Dr. Niroshan Seneviratne pioneered minimal-
ly invasive procedures like Total Laparoscop-
ic Donor Nephrectomy (2012), Robotic 
assisted Renal surgery (2015), and supine 
mini percutaneous nephrolithotomy (2012) 
for the first time in Sri Lanka, based on this 
experience he was awarded Prof. R.A 
Nawarathne oration twice in 2013 for his 
laparoscopic work and 2017 for PCNL work.
He has published 110+ research publica-
tions both internationally and locally, and is 
also a chief author of the book “Manual of 
Multiorgan Procurement & Transplantation”, 
the first ever publication in Organ donation 
and transplantation in Sri Lanka. 
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Meet the Experts 

12TH SEPTEMBER 2024
0700 – 0800  LOBBY AREA

SESSION 1

MANAGEMENT DECISIONS IN
PENETRATING NECK INJURIES

PROFESSOR ELMYN STYNE
DR YUZIDY MOHOMAD

12TH SEPTEMBER 2024
0700 – 0800  LOBBY AREA

SESSION 02

SURGERY FOR INFLAMMATORY
BOWEL DISEASE

DR AMAL PRIYANTHA
MR JUSTIN DAVIS

DR ISURU UPANISHAD

12TH SEPTEMBER 2024
0700 – 0800  LOBBY AREA

SESSION 03

DECISION MAKING IN
CHRONIC PANCREATITIS – Q&A

MR  RAVI MURUDANAYAGAM
MR NIKOLAOS CHATZIACHARIAS

13TH SEPTEMBER 2024
0700 – 0800  LOBBY AREA

SESSION 04

TIPS AND TRICKS IN SAFE
LAPAROSCOPIC CHOLECYSTECTOMY

DR MALITH NANDASENA 

13TH SEPTEMBER 2024
0700 – 0800  LOBBY AREA

SESSION 05

ANASTOMOTIC LEAK- 
THE NIGHTMEARE OF

COLORECTAL SURGEONS

 DR RUKMAN SANJEEWA

13TH SEPTEMBER 2024
0700 – 0800  LOBBY AREA

SESSION 06

MANAGEMENT OF CAROTID DISEASE
– CASE BASED DISCUSSION

 PROFESSOR MANDIKA WIJEYRATNE
DR NALAKA GUNAWANSA
DR JOEL ARUDCHELVAM
DR GAYAN BANDARA

DR ARUNA WEERASOORIYA
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SESSION 7
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DR RASIKA BULATHSINHALA
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SESSION 09
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OF THE SURGICAL THYROID 
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SESSION 1: THURSDAY, 12TH SEPTEMBER  08:00AM – 09:00AM: Falcon (4th floor) 

OP Number Title of Abstract Presenting Author 

OP 07 
Endoscopic Ultrasound (EUS)-Guided Biopsy as a Diagnostic Tool in 
Lymphadenopathy Surrounding the Gastrointestinal Tract: Experience from a 
Tertiary Care Center 

D Senanayake 

OP 08 Role of contrast enhanced magnetic resonance imaging in evaluation of axilla in 
patients with breast carcinoma: a prospective observational study Prashant Singh 

OP 09 Development of a locally made simulation arm for training in intravenous 
cannulation and phlebotomy for medical students Nadeeja Samarasekara 

OP 10 

A Comparative Study Of Perioperative And Quality Of Life Outcomes With Its 
Ergonomic Characteristics In Midline Totally Extraperitoneal Repair Versus 
Extended Totally Extraperitoneal Repair In Inguinal Hernia: a report from 
Indian tertiary care hospital 

Awanish Kumar 

OP 11 
Outcome between deceased donor kidney transplantation using standard 
criteria vs. expanded criteria donors, a comparative study: An experience from 
a single center in Sri Lanka. 

C Wickramasekera 

OP 21 Financial Toxicity of Colorectal Carcinoma in Sri Lanka: Preliminary Results D Senanayake 

SESSION 2: THURSDAY, 12TH SEPTEMBER  09:00AM – 010:00AM: Falcon (4th floor) 

OP Number Title of Abstract Presenting Author 

OP 12 Comparison of Single vs. Multi-Tract Access for Supine Mini-PCNL for Complex 
and Staghorn Calculi: An Outcome Analysis Y M Manikkage 

OP 13 Prognostic significance of lymphovascular invasion in colorectal cancer - a 
retrospective study at a specialized colorectal cancer center in Sri Lanka N G P M Nanayakkara 

OP 15 Effectiveness of implementing WHO Surgical safety checklist: study at a 
leading tertiary care hospital in Sri Lanka J P Rankothkumbura 

OP 43 Prevalence of surgical site infections and antibiotic resistance pattern in a 
Tertiary care Orthopaedic unit Sivakumaran Gobinath 

OP 25 Homodigital Unipedicled Islanded Neurovascular Pulp Advancement 
Flap/Colombo Flap for Fingertip Reconstruction J P Rankothkumbura 

OP 49 
Knowledge, attitude, practice, available facilities and influencing factors of 
hand hygiene among doctors and nursing officers in the surgical wards of 
Teaching hospital, Jaffna 

Sivakumaran Gobinath 
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OP Number Title of Abstract Presenting Author 

OP 14 Improving the use of WHO surgical safety checklist in a peripheral surgical unit: 
An audit P G N Danushka 

OP 17 Audit of Preoperative Fasting Practices for Elective Surgical Patients in a 
surgical unit at Colombo North teaching hospital (CNTH) D P Hettiarachchi 

OP 20 Prevalence of Anxiety, Depression, and Stress in Patients with Colorectal Cancer 
at a Tertiary care hospital in Sri Lanka D G Wickramasinghe 

OP 22 Fenestration of pseudosac a newer method of seroma reduction for 
laparoscopic inguinal hernia surgery-a randomized controlled pilot study Mahendra Lodha 

OP 29 Trends in adenoma detection rate in lower gastrointestinal endoscopy in 
symptomatic patients undergoing lower alimentary endoscopy D Doluweera 

OP 33 Diagnostic Accuracy of Digital Rectal Examination Versus High-Resolution 
Anorectal Manometry in Chronic Constipation and Fecal Incontinence D G Wickramasinghe 

SESSION 4: THURSDAY, 12TH SEPTEMBER  02:30PM – 04:00PM: Falcon (4th floor) 

SESSION 3: THURSDAY, 12TH SEPTEMBER  12:30PM – 01:30PM: Falcon (4th floor) 

OP Number Title of Abstract Presenting Author 

OP 24 A Prospective Study to predict the prognosis of chest trauma by utilizing Chest 
Trauma Score (CTS) in adults Saichand Paruchuri 

OP 27 Factors affecting sensory impairment with bilateral subcostal incision in long 
term Whipple surgery survivors. Anuradha Naligama 

OP 30 Prospective review of wild-elephant-attack related trauma victims at a base 
hospital Anjana De Silva 

OP 31 Endoscopic ultrasound (EUS) guided diagnosis of pancreatic lesions – Single 
center Experience in Sri Lanka. T B G H Wimalasena 

OP 42 Traumatic Hand and Wrist Injuries: Retrospective study delineating injury 
patterns in a high-volume centre Avinash Jayasekera 

OP 44 Impact of Pancreatic Enzyme Replacement Therapy (PERT) on Abdominal Pain 
and Gastrointestinal Symptoms in Pancreatic Insufficiency: A Longitudinal Study H Dissanayake 

OP 46 Case series: Outcomes of Laparoscopic cholecystectomy without Laparoscopic 
clips at a Base Hospital in Sri Lanka B A S P Jayasinghe 

OP 56 Safety Of Simultaneous Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy And Inguinal Hernia 
Repair: A Systematic Review D Doluweera 
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SESSION 5: FRIDAY, 13TH SEPTEMBER  08:00AM – 09:00AM: Falcon (4th floor) 

OP Number  Title of Abstract Presenting Author 

OP 19 
Impact of Flexible Cystoscopic Examination in Cause Identification for Patients 
with Haematuria with Insignificant USS KUB Findings in a Tertiary Care Hospital 
- A Prospective Study

P D J Kaushalya 

OP 23 Modifications of multi-subunit forehead flaps. Dishan Samarathunga 

OP 32 Assessment of Frailty among patients with Critical Limb Ischemia presenting to a 
Tertiary Vascular Surgical Centre  J H P W B Jayamaha 

OP 26 Does lymphovascular invasion increase the risk of ipsilateral axillary lymph 
node and distant systemic metastases in invasive breast cancer? U K A Geekiyanage 

OP 40 Assessment of Nutritional Status among patients with Critical Limb Ischemia 
presenting to a Tertiary Vascular Surgical Centre J M S Karunarathna 

OP 50 Waiting times in the colorectal cancer treatment pathway; data from a 
specialized tertiary care centre in Sri Lanka. U Geekiyanage 

SESSION 6: FRIDAY, 13TH SEPTEMBER  09:00AM – 10:00AM: Falcon (4th floor) 

OP Number Title of Abstract Presenting Author 

OP 18 Surgical Treatment For Achalasia Cardia : Experience From A Tertiary Care 
Centre In Sri Lanka G A P L Wijesekara 

OP 28 Outcomes of using LigaSure Mini Jaw for Thyroidectomy in comparison with 
conventional techniques. S K Jayaweera 

OP 34 Long term follow up study of leiomyosarcoma of the Inferior Vena Cava 
following excision J Arudchelvam 

OP 35 Evaluating Artificial Intelligence Awareness and Utilization Among Medical 
Practitioners: A Single-Centre Study D R T C Dasanayake 

OP 36 Evaluation of Post-operative Complications Following Laparoscopic Totally 
Extra Peritoneal (TEP) Hernia Repair P Gnanaselvam 

OP 37 Impact of Secondary Hemorrhoids on the Outcomes of Flexible Sigmoidoscopy 
and Rubber Band Ligation E A D L S Udayakumara 
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OP Number Title of Abstract Presenting Author 

OP 38 Centchroman and tamoxifen in mastalgia: a randomized controlled trial Mithilesh Kumar Sinha 

OP 41 
Evaluating and Enhancing the Quality of Record Keeping in the University 
Surgical Unit of the National Hospital of Sri Lanka: A Closed Loop Clinical Audit 
Using the Surgical Tool for Auditing Records (STAR) Scoring System 

A M O M Ozaal 

OP 16 Comparison of Carpel Tunnel Decompression skin crease incision vs. straight line 
incision with regard to Scar quality and Scar complications Gayan Ekanayake 

OP 45 The outcome of implementing ERACS (Enhanced recovery after cardiac surgery) 
in a cardiac surgical unit -a descriptive study N Shanthanayagam 

OP 47 Surgical Treatment For Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease: Experience From A 
Tertiary Care Centre In Sri Lanka. H W T D Wijayaratne 

OP 61 Application of Colombo Classification of Functional Free Flaps to Tissue Transfer 
in a Tertiary Care Hospital in Sri Lanka Gayan Ekanayake 

SESSION 8: FRIDAY, 13TH SEPTEMBER  02:00PM – 03:00PM: Falcon (4th floor) 

SESSION 7: FRIDAY, 13TH SEPTEMBER  11:30AM – 12:30PM: Falcon (4th floor) 

OP Number Title of Abstract Presenting Author 

OP 51 
Feasibility of Fast Track Discharge in Breast Cancer Patients undergoing 
Definitive Surgery and Impact on Quality of Life: A Prospective Study from 
Tertiary Care Center in India 

Shiv Shankar Paswan 

OP 52 Clinicopathological Characteristics and Quality of Life in patients with 
Idiopathic Granulomatous Mastitis Sepalika Wijekoon 

OP 53 Assessing patient satisfaction and functional outcome following Lumbar Coronal 
Hemi Laminectomy in patients over 40 years :A single centre study. M Jayasinghe 

OP 54 A novel self-retaining retractor for thyroidectomy – Experience from a single 
centre Kasun Lakmal 

OP 55 Outcomes of Pediatric Kidney Transplants in a Single Tertiary Care Centre : A 
Retrospective Study S S Godahewa 

OP 58 Feasibility And Outcome Of A Virtual Wound Clinic In A Surgical Unit Umayanga Dehigama 
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SESSION 9: FRIDAY, 14TH SEPTEMBER  08:00AM – 09:00AM: Falcon (4th floor) 

OP Number Title of Abstract Presenting Author 

OP 57 Prevalence of LARS and comprehensive evaluation of factors influencing Lower 
Anterior Resection Syndrome (LARS) Thamindu Madushan 

OP 59 Postoperative Outcome And Complications Of Fast-Track Colorectal Surgery 
And Traditional Colorectal Surgery K P V R De Silva 

OP 60 Compliance on Surgical Safety Checklist during Routine General Surgical 
Procedures: The Practice at a District General Hospital. A M N P Bandara 

OP 62 Impact of the Enhanced Recovery After Surgery (ERAS) protocol on different 
age groups undergoing laparoscopic colorectal cancer surgery Thamindu Madushan 

OP 63 
Peri-Operative and Quality of Life Outcome after Endoscopic Extended 
extraperitoneal repair (EeTEP) for Ventral Hernia – a prospective study from 
Tertiary Care Centre 

Akshay Anand 

OP 64 One Year of Robotic Colorectal Surgery: Insights and Outcomes from a UK 
District Hospital Mathew Moolamannil 

SESSION 10: FRIDAY, 14TH SEPTEMBER  11:30AM – 12:30PM: Falcon (4th floor) 

OP Number Title of Abstract Presenting Author 

OP 39 Neoadjuvant Chemotherapy Vs Chemoradiotherapy for Malignancy of 
Oesophagus: A Prospective Comparative Study Vaibhav Kumar Varshney 

OP 48 Sentinel lymph node biopsy in early breast carcinoma using fluorescein and 
methylene blue dye: A validation study C K Jha 

OP 65 
Even Sub-optimally Excised Superficially Invasive Squamous Cell Carcinomas of 
Anus (SISCCAs) Can Be Managed Preferably by Surveillance Alone in a High 
Resolution Anoscopy (HRA) Practice 

M Jitsumura 

OP 66 Exploring Radical Prostatectomy Outcomes for Localized Prostate Cancer: 
Findings from a Single-Center Study MNM Nabil 
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Dr Noel Bartholomeusz Prize Session: Saturday, 14th September: 09:00am - 10:00am 

OP Number Title of Abstract Presenting Author 

OP 01 
Shifting Demographics of Upper Gastrointestinal Tumors in Sri Lanka: A 
Comprehensive Analysis with Emphasis on Gastroesophageal Junction (GOJ) 
Tumor 

Nilanka Harshana Pemaththu Hewa 

OP 02 Practices and Knowledge about Diabetic Footcare at a Tertiary Care Hospital 
in Sri Lanka S S Godahewa 

OP 03 
A comparative evaluation of ultrasound and frozen section analysis in 
predicting margin status after breast conservation surgery in patients with 
ultrasound-detectable breast carcinoma 

C K Jha 

OP 04 Robotic Vs Open Pancreatoduodenectomy for Periampullary Neoplasm: A 
Retrospective Analysis of Peri-operative and Oncologic Outcomes Vaibhav Kumar Varshney 

OP 05 
Correlation of Sentinel Lymph Node Using Indocyanine Green with Frozen 
Section, Histopathology and Immuno-Histochemistry in Oral Cancer – a report 
from tertiary centre 

Abhinav A Sonkar 

OP 06 Aesthetic and Surgical Outcomes following surgery for breast tumors in the 
Upper Inner Quadrant Nimesha Surge 
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PANEL 1 

PP Number Topic Presenting Author 

PP 01 Enhancing neurosurgical practice through adherence to operative note 
guidelines: An audit 

PGN Danushka 

PP 02 Assessment of gender differences in pre-op parameters and early 
post operative outcome after ERAS based Laparoscopic colorectal 
cancer surgeries at a tertiary centre. 

Thamindu Madushan 

PP 03 Audit on fasting times prior to elective surgeries - Single center 
experience at a tertiary care hospital 

Jeevanthi de Silva 

PP 04 Clinico-pathological characteristics of patients with malignant liver 
lesions: preliminary results from an HPB surgical unit 

Ashan Jayawickrama 

PP 05 Clinical characteristics and outcomes in hilar cholangiocarcinoma: A 6-
year experience 

D Senanayake 

PP 06 Pattern of abdominal injuries in adults presenting to a tertiary care 
center in Sri Lanka 

J Arudchelvam 

PP 07 Perception of fertility among a cohort of patients with Inflammatory 
Bowel Disease in Sri Lanka 

J Mithushan 

PP 08 Analysis of recurrence rates, disease-free survival, and distal 
metastasis following ERAS implemented laparoscopic colorectal 
surgery: A multi-centre retrospective study. 

Thamindu Madushan 

PP 09 An audit on assessment and management of pain in hip fracture in the 
accident service of a tertiary care hospital in Sri Lanka 

W V R Wickremasinghe 

PP 10 Pre-operative fears, anxiety, and coping strategies in adults awaiting 
surgery – a cross sectional study in a surgical unit 

H Dissanayake 

PP 11 Factors affecting pain relief after Freys procedure for Chronic 
Calcific Pancreatitis -Analysis at a tertiary care centre, India 

Kunal Parasar 

PP 12 Development of robotic tool with haptic feedback for minimally 
invasive surgeries 

A M M Aathil 

PP 13 Analysis of trends in childhood and adolescent brain tumours in Sri 
Lanka (2013-2021) 

P G N Danushka 

PP 14 EUS guided biliary drainage (EUS-BD) in malignant biliary obstruction 
and failed ERCP - Initial experience of tertiary HPB center 

Jesuthasan Mithushan 

PP 15 Pre-Operative delay for the definitive management in patients 
presented following neck of femur fracture 

R P S N Abeynayake 

PP 16 Evaluation of the quality and readability of web-based patient 
information on colorectal cancer surgery 

D Doluweera 

PP 17 prognostic value of Ca 19-9 in pancreatic cancer: a comparative 
study based on tumor location and resectability. 

Umayanga Dehigama 

PP 18 Is kidney transplantation using complex living donors justified? A 
comparative study. 

YM Manikkage 

PP 19 Outcomes of lower extremity bypass surgery for chronic limb 
threatening ischaemia in a tertiary care center 

L E D I Kumari 

PP 20 Is Colitis the Unseen Trigger for Hemorrhoidal Bleeding? Insights from 
Mucosal Biopsy Findings and Investigating Conservative Management 
options: A Retrospective Study 

V C Wickramasinghe 
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PANEL 2 

PP Number Topic Presenting Author 

PP 21 
Endoscopic Ultrasound (EUS) guided biopsy as a diagnostic tool in 
upper gastrointestinal (UGI) lesions, Experience from a single tertiary 
care center 

D Senanayake 

PP 22 Perception and attitude of surgical coaching among the Sri Lankan 
surgical postgraduates Kasun Lakmal 

PP 23 Can obstructive Lower Urinary Tract Symptoms(LUTS) be idiopathic? A 
prospective study to delineate etiologies associated with LUTS. P D J Kausalya 

PP 24 
Tracheobronchial Florescence with indocyanine green nebulization 
during minimally invasive esophagectomy: A novel technique with 
possible implications. 

Dharma Ram Poonia 

PP 25 
Evaluating the effectiveness of targeted educational workshops in 
improving deceased donor detection among critical care staff in Sri 
Lanka; A survey-based study. 

S M Ratnayake 

PP 26 Is there a diurnal variation in trauma-related mortality? Insights from 
the Resuscitation Room (R-ROOM) at a Tertiary Care Centre. H M S H Herath 

PP 27 Pathological analysis of appendicular lesions in a Sri Lankan cohort U M J E Samaranayake 

PP 28 Traumatic arterial injury to the limbs – impact of reperfusion injury in 
limb salvage in a young patient cohort. K P D J K Gunarathne 

PP 29 Incidence and pattern of colorectal cancer in Sri Lanka from 2001-
2019 Mithushan J 

PP 30 Role of local Tranexamic acid in reduction of drain output after 
Modified radical mastectomy P K Singh 

PP 31 Cloacal Extrophy: Demography And Outcome- A Single Centre Case 
Series M Nupur 

PP 32 Development Of A Surgery Assistive Robot B K R Mendis 

PP 33 Assessment of adequacy of pain management of patients in a single 
surgery unit Teaching hospital Kurunegala(Thk) WAK Weerawardena 

PP 34 The role of brain-computer tomography in mild traumatic head injury 
management in a tertiary care center PGN Danushka 

PP 36 Promoting Inclusivity in Orthopaedics: Outcomes and Strategies from 
UK EDI Initiatives. Emily Schenk 

PP 37 A Survey on Carrier Barriers for Women in Surgery in Bangladesh Sarkar Kamrun Jahan Jhinuk 

PP 38 Incidence and pattern of oesophageal cancer in Sri Lanka from 
2001-2019 Mithushan J 

PP 39 Single unit experience of open abdominal aortic aneurysm repair S Sancheevan 

PP 40 Subcutaneous dirofilariasis: An emerging zoonotic infection in Sri 
Lanka Anjana De Silva 

PP 41 Outcomes of diabetes related major lower limb amputations at a 
tertiary care centre in Sri Lanka L E D I Kumari 
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PANEL 3 

PP Number Topic Presenting Author 

PP 42 Effectiveness and Patient Satisfaction of Flexible Sigmoidoscopy and 
Rubber Band Ligation for Internal Hemorrhoids E A D L S Udayakumara 

PP 43 Clinical Auit On Documentation Of Inpatient Records At A Tertiary 
Care Hospital In Sri Lanka – A Closed Loop Audit V C Wickramasinghe 

PP 44 Outcome of Renal Cell Carcinoma with venous invasion, a long-term 
follow up study J Arudchelvam 

PP 45 Understanding Urostomy Care: Knowledge and Attitudes of Nursing 
Officers at SJGH M N M Nabil 

PP 46 
The effect of Interventional Workshop on improving Knowledge on 
Laparoscopic Surgery in Nursing Officers: A pre and post-test 
intervention study 

John Shelton 

PP 48 Hydatid cyst: the wanderer and its management approach Karthikarajam V 

PP 49 
Imaging and histological characteristics of Renal cell carcinoma 
invading the Inferior Vena Cava – A case series from a tertiary care 
centre 

J Arudchelvam 

PP 50 Analysis of Perceived Versus Actual Costs of Prescribed Medications 
Among Patients with Pharmacological Awareness in a Surgical Clinic R M T Chathuranga 

PP 51 Patterns of colorectal polyps observed in lower GI endoscopeis at a 
general surgical unit in the Teaching hospital Badulla Sanjeewa Sugathadasa 

PP 52 The attitudes on diabetic foot care among nurses at a Teaching 
Hospital K K J  Dilrukshi 

PP 53 Factors and techniques associated with ERCP with periampullary 
diverticulum: Results from tertiary care centre G K P M Godakanda 

PP 54 Ruptured abdominal aortic aneurysm repair; a single unit experience J Arudchelvam 

PP 55 Patterns, severity & outcomes of injured victims presented to surgical 
casualty following Human-Elephant-Conflicts(Hec) In Sri Lanka. S K Jayaweera 

PP 56 Clinical presentation and quality of life of patients with Breast cancer-
related lymphedema Sepalika Wijekoon 

PP 57 A cadaveric study on superior hypogastric plexus Lakshitha Akalanka 

PP 58 Five years follow up of patients who underwent management of acute 
extradural hematoma in National Hospital of Sri Lanka Y H H Gunathilaka 

PP 59 Descriptive study on outcomes of Traumatic head injury: single centre 
experience P G N Danushka 

PP 61 
Personal laparoscopic trainer box from disposable items for surgical 
trainings in Sri Lanka: The way forward for trainee centered basic 
laparoscopic training in a low resource setting 

Ashan Jayawickrama 

PP 62 Endoscopic Retrograde Cholangio-Pancreatography; The experience 
of a Tertiary care referral Centre in Sri Lanka. Jeewantha Senavirathna 

PP 84 Evaluating the Influence of Clinical Teaching in Surgery on Medical 
Students' Skills and Confidence Wickramasinghe DG 
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PANEL 4 

PP Number Topic Presenting Author 

PP 63 Techniques and outcomes of resurfacing soft tissue defects in open 
tibial fractures - A retrospective study in a tertiary care centre. D R Samarathunga 

PP 64 Incidence and pattern of gastric cancer in Sri Lanka from 2001-2019 Mithushan J 

PP 65 Innovative approaches to reduce costs in Surgery: A review of 
literature G B K D Bandara 

PP 66 An audit on laparoscopic complicated appendicectomy in paediatric 
population in a district hospital Sri Lanka P Sivamayuran 

PP 67 Assessing Quality of Life in Colorectal Cancer Patients in Sri Lanka: A 
Cross-Sectional Study K D K Jayawickrama 

PP 68 Laparoscopic Partial Nephrectomy; Is it a Feasible Option in an 
Advanced Urological Center in a Resource Poor Setting CM Gurusinghe 

PP 69 
Demographic, clinical and radiological profile of patients with 
Gallbladder carcinoma in a tertiary care center of eastern India: A 
prospective observational study 

Manoj Kumar 

PP 70 
The association between the duration of laparoscopic cholecystectomy 
with intraoperative findings of the liver, cystic duct, and gallbladder: 
A single center cohort study in Sri Lanka 

Malinga Gunarathne 

PP 71 Implications of Antibiotic Usage in Lower Extremity Wound 
Management Pathum Vishwajith 

PP 72 Application of Virtual and Augmented Reality in Neurosurgery: a 
Systematic Review P G N Danushka 

PP 73 Non contrast brain CT: are we ordering it right? U N Y Abeywardhana 

PP 74 Pathological factors that predict involvement of non-sentinel lymph 
nodes metastasis in breast cancer R A M N Rajapaksha 

PP 75 Assessment of the nutritional status of inward patients in a 
general surgical unit in a Sri Lankan tertiary care centre. Nilushika Madushani Perera 

PP 76 Did Covid-19 Pandemic Cause a Reduction in the Incidence of 
Common Paediatric Surgical Emergency Admissions? Maheesha Kulasinghe 

PP 77 A trainee experience of functional outcome of tendon repairs 
of forearm in a tertiary care centre Sivakumaran Gobinath 

PP 78 A regional audit of hand and wrist infections referred to high 
volume centre K G N Kumara 

PP 79 Indocyanine Green Fluorescence of Parathyroid gland for 
predicting post thyroidectomy hypocalcemia Kul Ranjan Singh 

PP 80 
Efficacy of pre-operative Lugol’s Iodine in reducing peri-
operative complications in patients with Graves’ disease 
following thyroidectomy– A Randomized control trial 

Anand Kumar Mishra 

PP 81 
Anatomic study of extra hepatic biliary anatomy(EHBA) with 
methylene blue during laparoscopic cholecystectomy methylene 
blue 

Faraz Ahmad 

PP 82 Non-functioning kidney due to PUJO- outcome analysis Anand Pandey 

PP 83 Robotic vs. Laparoscopic Surgery for Rectal Cancer: A Single-
Center Experience Poojan Thakkar 
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29th July 8:00 AM

   CSSL Auditorium

Nurse   Rs. 1500/=

Coordinator:  Dr Yasas Abeywickrama

Severe Burns

  3rd August     8:00 AM

   NHSL, Colombo

Coordinator:  Dr Gayan Ekanayake

(ITCN)

  8th August 8:00 AM

   CSSL Auditorium

Nurse   Rs: 1500/=

Coordinator:  Dr Kamal Jayasuriya

Course (NTMC)

8th & 9th    8:00 AM
August

   CSSL Auditorium

Coordinator:  Dr Kamal Jayasuriya

Surgery 
  10th August    8:00 AM

   CSSL Auditorium

Trainee       Rs. 1000/=

Coordinator:  Dr Dhammika Rasnayake

and FOAM Sclerotherapy

   17th August 8:30 AM

   NHSL, Colombo

Trainee       Rs. 10000/=

Coordinators:  Dr Thushan Gooneratne
  Dr Gayan Bandara

Masterclass on Breast Surgery

18th August    8:00 AM

  Sri Lanka

Trainee        Rs. 1000/=

Coordinators:  Dr Rasitha Manatunga
           Dr Heshan Siriwardana

Bariatric Surgery

  23rd August     8:00 AM

   NHSL, Colombo

Trainee Rs. 1000/=

Coordinators:  Prof Ishan de Zoysa
  Dr Manjula Pathirana

Urological Emergencies

   30th August     8:30 AM

   CSSL Auditorium

Coordinator:  Dr M M Thaha

Clinical Photography

  15th August   8:00 AM

   CSSL 

Coordinator:  Dr Yasas Abeywickrama

Skills Training in Trauma for  
Nurses (STTN)

  04th September      8:00 AM

   NHSL, Colombo

Coordinator:  Dr Mihira Bandara

Emergency Sonography for  
Trauma Care (ESTC)

   05th September     8:00 AM

   NHSL, Colombo

Coordinator:  Dr Mihira Bandara

Endoscopy Workshop

  6th September              9:00 AM

   KSM Auditorium, Kandy

Trainee Rs: 2000/=

Coordinator:  Dr Sanjeev Samaranayake

Neurosurgery Workshop

   7th September    8:00 AM

   CSSL Auditorium

Coordinator:  Dr Nirukshan Jayaweera

Enhancing Surgical Performance

  11th September    9:30 AM

   TH Peradeniya

Trainee Rs: 1500/=

Coordinator:  Prof Bawantha Gamage

mailto:srilankasurgicalcon-gress@gmail.com
mailto:srilankasurgicalcon-gress@gmail.com
http://www.surgeons.lk


 

 

 

“Inclusivity, Equity, Sustainability’ 



MASTER CLASSES

SLSC 2024   KANDY 66

12th September 

Master Classes 
01 

08:30am – 
10:00am Pancreas and Duodenal Injuries 

Professor  Elmyn Styne 

Dr Yuzaidi Mohomad 

Dr Ranjith Ellawala 

Master Classes 
02 

12:30pm – 
13.30pm 

Not too much, not too little; How 
to select the best approach for 
parathyroidectomy 

Dr Shaminda Kahandawa 

Professor Rajeev Parameswaran 

Dr M J Paul 

13th September 

Master Classes 
03 08:00am – 9:00am 

Minimally access Oesophagectomy: 
Tips and tricks  Mr Venkatesh Jayanthi 

14th September 

Master Classes 
03 

09:00am – 
10:00am Abdominal Aortic Aneurysms 

Mr Lasantha Wijesinghe 

Dr Ranjuka Ubayasiri 



PROFESSOR ROWAN PARKS

PRESIDENT, ROYAL COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS EDINBURGH

PROFESSOR OF SURGICAL SCIENCES
UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH

UNITED KINGDOM

DR ANOJ DHARMAWARDHANE

CONSULTANT GASTROINTESTINAL
SURGEON

ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA

PROFESSOR TAN ARULAMPALAM

PRESIDENT, ASSOCIATION OF
LAPAROSCOPIC SURGEONS OF

GREAT BRITAN AND IRELAND (ALSGBI)
CONSULTANT LAPAROSCOPIC AND

GENERAL SURGEON
COLCHESTER HOSPITAL, ESSEX

UNITED KINGDOM

PROFESSOR ABHAY RANE

CONSULTANT UROLOGICAL SURGEON
VICE PRESIDENT (SURGICAL),  

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND
SURGEONS OF GLASGOW

UNITED KINGDOM

PROFESSOR AJITH SIRIWARDENA

PROFESSOR OF HEPATOBILIARY SURGERY
UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

CONSULTANT HEPATOBILIARY SURGEON
MANCHESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY

UNITED KINGDOM

PROFESSOR C R SELVASEKAR

CONSULTANT COLORECTAL AND
LAPAROSCOPIC SURGEON 

THE CHRISTIE NHS FOUNDATION TRUST
UNITED KINGDOM

PROFESSOR RAJEEV PARAMESWARAN 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY,
YONG LOO LIN SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE

SINGAPORE
PROFESSOR C R SELVASEKAR
CONSULTANT COLORECTAL

AND LAPAROSCOPIC SURGEON 
THE CHRISTIE NHS FOUNDATION TRUST

UNITED KINGDOM

DR SHIRAN WIJERATNE

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
AUSTRALIA

DR CHANDIKA WEWELWALA

CONSULTANT BREAST AND
GENERAL SURGEON

AUSTRALIA

DR MATHEW GARRET

CONSULTANT IN RESTORATIVE DENTISTRY,
PROSTHODONTICS, ENDODONTICS &

PERIODONTICS
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON HOSPITALS

UNITED KINGDOM

DR RUWAN WIJESURIYA

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
AUSTRALIA

DR BERNARD LIM YON KUEI

GENERAL AND COLORECTAL SURGEON
PRESIDENT, COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

SINGAPORE

International Faculty
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PROFESSOR VIVIAN LEES

CONSULTANT PLASTIC
AND HAND SURGEON

VICE PRESIDENT
ROYAL COLLEGE OF ENGLAND

UNITED KINGDOM

MR SRITHARAN
KATHIRKAMANATHAN

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON,
SPRINGFIELD HOSPITAL,

CHELMSFORD, ESSEX
UNITED KINGDOM

MR JUSTIN DAVIES

CONSULTANT COLORECTAL
SURGEON AND THE PRESIDENT

ASSOCIATION OF COLOPROCTOLOGY
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND

IRELAND (ACPGBI)
UNITED KINGDOM

PROFESSOR TIM GRAHAM

VICE PRESIDENT
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

OF EDINBURGH
CONSULTANT CARDIOTHORACIC

SURGEON
QUEEN ELIZEBETH HOSPITAL

BIRMINGHAM, UNITED KINGDOM

DR PARVEZ SHEIKH 

CONSULTANT COLORECTAL SURGEON
HEAD, COLORECTAL DIVISION

SAIFEE HOSPITAL 
MUMBAI

INDIA

DR RODRIGO PEREZ

CONSULTANT COLORECTAL SURGEON
HOSPITAL ALEMÃO OSWALDO CRUZ 

UNIVERSITY OF SAO PAULO
BRAZIL

DR MEHAN SIRIWARDENA

CONSULTANT HEPATO-PANCREATIC
AND BILIARY SURGEON

MATER ADULT HOSPITAL SOUTH 
BRISBANE
AUSTRALIA

MR N VENKATESH JAYANTHI

CONSULTANT UPPER GI &
BARIATRIC SURGEON
MID & SOUTH ESSEX
FOUNDATION TRUST
UNITED KINGDOM

DR THOMAS GLOVER

CONSULTANT RADIOLOGIST 
LONDON NORTH WEST

UNIVERSITY HEALTHCARE NHS TRUST 
UNITED KINGDOM

DR SURENDRA MANTOO

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
KHOO TECK PUAT HOSPITAL

PRESIDENT, SOCIETY OF
COLORECTAL SURGEONS

OF SINGAPORE
SINGAPORE

PROF KHATKOV IGOR IHATKOV

PROFESSOR OF SURGERY
MOSCOW STATE UNIVERSITY
OF MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY

RUSSIA

PROFESSOR GINA BROWN

PROFESSOR AND CHAIR OF
GASTROINTESTINAL CANCER IMAGING

IMPERIAL COLLEGE 
LONDON

UNITED KINGDOM
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PROFESSOR SELVAN
JEGATHEESWARAN

CONSULTANT HEPATO-BILIRAY AND
PANCREATIC SURGEON

MANCHESTER
UNITED KINGDOM

PROFESSOR K B GALKETIYA

PROFESSOR IN SURGERY
AUSTRALIA

MR NIKOLAOS CHATZIZACHARIAS

CONSULTANT HEPATO-BILIRAY AND
PANCREATIC SURGEON

QUEEN ELIZEBETH HOSPITAL
BIRMINGHAM

UNITED KINGDOM

PROFESSOR ELMIN STEYN

SPECIALIST TRAUMA SURGEON
HEAD OF SURGERY

TYGERBERG HOSPITAL
CAPE TOWN

SOUTH AFRICA

DR YUZAIDI MOHAMAD

CONSULTANT GENERAL AND
TRAUMA SURGEON

MALAYSIA 

MR RAVI MARUDANAYAGAM

CONSULTANT HEPATO-BILIRAY
AND PANCREATIC SURGEON
QUEEN ELIZEBETH HOSPITAL

BIRMINGHAM
UNITED KINGDOM

MR R P SUTCLIFFE

CONSULTANT HEPATO-BILIRAY AND
PANCREATIC SURGEON
LEAD FOR HBP SURGERY

QUEEN ELIZEBETH HOSPITAL
BIRMIGHAM

UNITED KINGDOM

PROFESSOR MARTINE 
WULLSCHLEGER

CONSULTANT TRAUMA SURGEON 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR, TRAUMA SERVICE, 
GOLD COAST UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL, 

QUEENSLAND
AUSTRALIA

DR SANGEETA MANTOO

SENIOR CONSULTANT PATHOLOGIST
SINGAPORE GENERAL HOSPITAL

SINGAPORE

DR M J PAUL

CONSULTANT BREAST AND
ENDOCRINE SURGEON

PROFESSOR OF SURGERY
CMC HOSPITAL, VELLORE

INDIA

MR LASANTHA WIJESINGHE

CONSULTANT VASCULAR SURGEON
ROYAL BOURNEMOUTH HOSPITAL

UNITED KINGDOM

MR JOHN CAMILLERI-BRENNEN

CONSULTANT GENERAL AND
COLORECTAL SURGEON

CLINICAL LEAD IN COLORECTAL CANCER,
FORTH VALLEY ROYAL HOSPITAL

VICE PRESIDENT (SURGICAL) ROYAL COLLEGE
OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF GLASGOW

HONORARY CLINICAL ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR IN SURGERY,

UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW
UNITED KINGDOM
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DR SUNIL K SHARMA DHAKAL

PRESIDENT
SAARC SURGICAL CARE SOCIETY

NEPAL

MR S DEVARAJAN

SPORTS AND MUSCULOSKELETAL
PHYSIOTHERAPIST

CHENNAI
INDIA

DR PROBAL NEOGI

PRESIDENT,
 ASSOCIATION OF SURGEONS

OF INDIA
INDIA

PROFESSOR ABDUL MAJEED
CHAUDHARY

GENERAL SURGEON
AND LAPAROSCOPIC SURGEON

PAST PRESIDENT, SOCIETY OF
SURGEONS OF PAKISTAN,

PAKISTAN

DR ROMEO KANSAKAR

PRESIDENT, 
SOCIETY OF SURGEONS OF NEPAL

NEPAL

DR TASHI TENZIN 

PRESIDENT,
ASSOCIATION OF

SURGEONS OF BHUTAN
BHUTAN

International Faculty
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DR NILESH FERNANDOPILLE

CONSULTANT GASTROENTEROLOGIST
SENIOR LECTURER

UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT
NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF SRI LANKA

DR RASIKA BULATHSINGHALA

CONSULTANT
GASTROENTEROLOGICAL

SURGEON
TEACHING HOSPITAL

RATNAPURA

DR NANDANA DINAMITHRA

CONSULTANT GASTROENTEROLOGIST
NATIONAL HOSPITAL KANDY 

DR DUMINDA SUBASINGHE

CONSULTANT
GASTROENTEROLOGICAL SURGEON

SENIOR LECTURER
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT

NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF SRI LANKA

PROFESSOR MANDIKA
WIJEYARATNE

CONSULTANT VASCULAR
AND TRANSPLANT SURGEON

PROFESSOR OF SURGERY
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT

NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF SRI LANKA

DR RANJUKA UBAYASIRI

CONSULTANT VASCULAR SURGEON
TEACHING HOSPITAL, 

KARAPITIYA

PROFESSOR SRINATH
CHANDRASEKERA

CONSULTANT UROLOGICAL SURGEON
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT

COLOMBO SOUTH TEACHING HOSPITAL

DR THUSHAN GOONERATNE

CONSULTANT VASCULAR SURGEON
SENIOR LECTURER

UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT
NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF SRI LANKA

DR BUDDHIMA JAYAWICKRAMA

CONSULTANT VASCULAR SURGEON
TEACHING HOSPITAL

KURUNEGALA

DR KELUM CHATHURANGA
VIDANA GAMAGE

CONSULTANT ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON
DISTRICT GENERAL HOSPITAL

NUWARA ELIYA

DR M MUSTHAFA THAHA

CONSULTANT UROLOGICAL SURGEON
TEACHING HOSPITAL BADULLA

Local Faculty
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DR SHAZAR HAMEED

CONSULTANT ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON
TEACHING HOSPITAL 

BADULLA



DR CHANAKA SOLANGARACHCHI

CONSULTANT ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON
DISTRICT GENERAL HOSPITAL

POLONNARUWA

DR ASITHA BANDARANAYAKE
SENIOR LECTURER,
DEPARTMENT OF

COMPUTER ENGINEERING
UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA

CONSULTANT CTO, LANKA EDUCATION
AND RESEARCH NETWORK (LEARN)

DR NIRMAL MARASINGHE

CONSULTANT ORTHOPAEDIC
SURGEON – SPINE

LADY RIDGEWAY HOSPITAL
 FOR CHILDREN

COLOMBO

DR KAVINDA RAJAPAKSE

CONSULTANT PLASTIC AND
RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGEON

ARMY HOSPITAL
COLOMBO

ROFESSOR ROSHAN RAEGAL

PROFESSOR AND HEAD,
DEPARTMENT OF

COMPUTER ENGINEERING
UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA

CONSULTANT CTO, LANKA EDUCATION
AND RESEARCH NETWORK (LEARN

DR MATHULA HETTIARCHCHI

CONSULTANT PAEDIATRIC SURGEON
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT
SIRIMAVO BANDARANAIKE

SPECIALIZED CHILDRENS’ HOSPITAL
PERADENIYA

PROFESSOR BAWANTHA GAMAGE

PROFESSOR IN SURGERY &
CONSULTANT SURGEON

UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT
COLOMBO SOUTH TEACHING HOSPITAL

DR RASITHA MANATUNGA

CONSULTANT ONCOSURGEON
TEACHING HOSPITAL

KARAPITIYA

DR B SAYANTHAN

CONSULTANT PAEDIATRIC SURGEON
TEACHING HOSPITAL

JAFFANA

DR MIHIRA BANDARA

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF COLOMBO

DR KOSALA SOMARATNE 

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
BASE HOSPITAL

THELDENIYA

Local Faculty
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DR SHAMINDA KAHANDAWA

CONSULTANT ENDOCRINOLOGIST
TEACHING HOSPITAL,  KURUNEGALA



DR KOLITHA KARUNADASA

CONSULTANT PLASTIC AND
RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGEON

NORTH COLOMBO TEACHING HOSPITAL

DR MAHEN KOTALAWALA

CONSULTANT MICROBIOLOGIST
NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF SRI LANKA

DR NURADH JOSEPH

CONSULTANT ONCOLOGIST
DISTRICT GENERAL HOSPITAL

MATARA

PROFESSOR RANIL FERNANDO

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
FOUNDER DEAN OF FACULTY OF MEDICINE

UNIVERSITY OF MORATUWA

DR PRAVIN WIJESINGHE

CONSULTANT PLASTIC SURGEON
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT

GENERAL SIR JOHN KOTELAWALA
DEFENCE UNIVERSITY

DR CHINTHAKA APPUHAMY

CONSULTANT RADIOLOGIST
COLOMBO NORTH TEACHING HOSPITAL

DR WASANTHA WIJENAYAKE

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT

GENERAL SIR JOHN KOTELAWALA
DEFENCE UNIVERSITY

PROFESSOR SAMADARA SIRIWARDENE

PROFESSOR OF ORAL PATHOLOGY
FACULTY OF DENTAL SCIENCE
UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA

DR KANCHANA WIJESINGHE

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT

COLOMBO SOUTH TEACHING HOSPITAL

DR YASAS ABEYWICKREMA

CONSULTANT PLASTIC SURGEON
COLOMBO SOUTH TEACHING HOSPITAL

PROFESSOR VAJIRA DISSANAYAKE

PROFESSOR OF ANATOMY
DEPARTMENT OF ANATOMY,

GENETICS & BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS
FACULTY OF MEDICINE,

UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO

DR NALINDA MUNASIGHE

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT

NORTH COLOMBO TEACHING HOSPITAL

Local Faculty
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DR M A C LAKMAL

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
DGH NUWARAELIYA

DR P SAJEEVAN

CONSULTANT PAEDIATRIC SURGEON
NATIONL HOSPTAL KANDY

DR MAHENDRA MUNASINGHE

CONSULTANT CARDIOTHORACIC
SURGEON 

NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF COLOMBO

DR AJITH KARUNARATHNA

CONSULTANT CARDIOTHORACIC
SURGEON

ASIRI CENTRAL HOSPITAL

PROFESSOR ISHAN DE SOYZA

CONSULTANT GASTROENTEROLOGICAL
SURGEON

SENIOR LECTURER
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT

NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF SRI LANKA

DR DAMMIKA RASNAYAKE

CONSULTANT THORACIC SURGEON
NATIONAL HOSPITAL FOR
RESPIRATORY DISEASES

WELISARA

DR THIMATHI WICKRAMASEKARA

CONSULTANT NUTRITION PHYSICIAN
HEAD OF NUTRITION DEPARTMENT
MEDICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE (MRI)

DR EVONE JAYAWEERA

CONSULTANT CLINICAL
NUTRITION PHYSICIAN

NATIONAL HOSPITAL KANDY

PROFESSOR SULOCHANA
WIJETUNGE

CONSULTANT PATHOLOGIST
UNIVERSITY PATHOLOGY DEPARTMENT

TEACHING HOSPITAL
PERADENIYA 

DR JEEVANI UDUPIHILLE

CONSULTANT RADIOLOGIST
UNIVERSITY RADIOLOGY DEPARTMENT

TEACHING HOSPITAL
PERADENIYA

PROFESSOR ROHAN SIRIWARDANA
CONSULTANT GASTROENTEROLOGICAL

AND HEPATOBILIARY SURGEON
NORTH COLOMBO TEACHING HOSPITAL

PROFESSOR S SIVAGANESH

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT

NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF SRI LANKA

Local Faculty
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DR PRAGAASH SHANMUGANATHAN

CONSULTANT PLASTIC SURGEON
SIRIMAVO BANDARANAIKE

SPECIALIZED CHILDRENS’ HOSPITAL
PERADENIYA

DR PRADEEP AMARASINGHE

CONSULTANT ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON
TEACHING HOSPITAL 

RATNAPURA

DR ACHALA SAMARASINGHE

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
BASE HOSPITAL
DIYATHALAWA

DR WASULA RATHNAWEERA

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
BASE HOSPITAL
KARAWANELLA

DR RIFZAN JAMEEL

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
BASE HOSPITAL
AKKARAIPATTU

DR SUNANDA HENDIWATTAGE

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
BASE HOSPITAL

RIKILLAGASKADA

DR AMAL PRIYANTHA 

CONSULTANT GASTROENTEROLOGICAL
SURGEON

COLOMBO SOUTH TEACHING HOSPITAL

DR NANADANA 
WICKRAMARACHCHI

CONSULTANT GASTROENTEROLOGICAL
SURGEON

TEACHING HOSPITAL
KURUNEGALA

DR MALITH NADASENA

CONSULTANT GENERAL AND
HEPATO-BILIARY SURGEON
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT

COLOMBO SOUTH TEACHING HOSPITAL

DR ISURU UPANISHAD

CONSULTANT GASTROENTEROLOGICAL
SURGEON

NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF SRI LANKA

DR NALAK GUNAWANSA

CONSULTANT VASCULAR SURGEON
NATION HOSPITAL OF SRI LANKA

DR RUKMAN SANJEEWA

CONSULTANT GENERAL SURGEON
NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF SRI LANKA

Local Faculty
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DR GAYAN BANDARA

CONSULTANT VASCULAR AND
TRANSPLANT SURGEON

NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF SRI LANKA

DR JOEL ARUDCHELVAM

CONSULTANT VASCULAR  SURGEON
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT

NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF SRI LANKA

DR MINOLI JOSEPH

CONSULTANT ONCOSURGEON
NATIONAL HOSPITAL KANDY

DR ARUNA  WEEERASURIYA

CONSULTANT VASCULAR SURGEON
UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT

NORTH COLOMBO TEACHING HOSPITAL

DR KUSAL DE SILVA

CONSULTANT ONCOSURGEON
TEACHING HOSPITAL 

KURUNEGALA

DR SANDANI WIJERATNE

CONSULTANT ONCOSURGEON
NATIONAL HOSPITAL KANDY

DR RANJITH ELLAWALA

CONSULTANT GENERAL AND
TRAUMA SURGEON
SENIOR LECTURER

UNIVERSITY SURGICAL UNIT
GENERAL SIR JOHN KOTELAWALA

DEFENCE UNIVERSITY

Local Faculty
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DR LAKMINI PATHBERIYA

CONSULTANT NEUROPHYSIOLOGIST
NATIONAL HOSPITAL OF COLOMBO
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The Kandyan dancer
“Each individual was aflame, each group a house afire for 
colour. And such stunning colours, such intensely vivid 
colours, such right and exquisite minglings and fusions of 
rainbows and lightnings! And all harmonious, all in perfect 
taste; never a discordant note. The stuffs were silk – thin, 
soft, delicate, clinging, deep and rich with smouldering fires 
– they swept continuously by in the crowds and legions and
multitudes, glowing, flashing, burning radiant; and every
five seconds came a burst of blinding red that made a
body catch his breath, and filled his heart with joy. And
then, the unimaginable grace of those costumes!”

The above words were penned by Samuel Clemens – 
known more popularly as Mark Twain, in the year 1900, 
when he first witnessed the Kandyan Dance in all its regal 
glory, in Kandy Sri Lanka.

The ‘Ves’ dance, commonly known as the Kandyan Dance, is 
the most famous of several dance traditions native to this 
ancient capital of Sri Lanka, and can be traced back to the 
12th century or beyond. The attire of the dancers is as 
legendary as the dance itself. It is one of the highlights of 
the holiest buddhist procession in Sri Lanka – The Dalada 
Perahera of Kandy - the veneration of the tooth of the 
Buddha, which takes place every year in the month of 
August. The ‘ves’ dancer is an iconic part of the rich history 
and identity of Kandy and thus a fitting symbol to 
celebrate this year’s Sri Lanka Surgical Congress, which 
returns to the Hill Capital after 7 long years.
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